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10.00am Red light displayed: Intro video plays 
 LB Welcome  behind table
LB Acknowledgement – behind table This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Ancient people loved this land and its waters – we honour them and their care, and want to walk together into the future
LB Candle lighting behind table
We light the candle to remind us that the Love of Christ shines truly in our world. (light it) We light the peace candle because Jesus was the Prince of Peace, and our world needs peace. (light it) We open the scriptures that the wisdom and faith of the past may temper our living. (Open it) We celebrate the waters of baptism, and all living streams that bring life. (Indicate)
LB Call to Worship lectern
If you have been alone this week,
You are welcome here
If you have survived the chaos of family life
You are welcome here
If you have your theology sorted
You are welcome here
If you are unsure of what you believe
You are welcome here
No matter where you have been, or where you are going
You are welcome here.

LB Prayer God of all blessings, source of all life, giver of all grace:
We thank you for the gift of life:
for the breath that sustains life,
for the food of this earth that nurtures life,
for the love of family and friends without which there would be no life.
We thank you for the mystery of creation:
for the beauty that the eye can see,
for the joy that the ear may hear,
for the unknown that we cannot behold 
filling the universe with wonder,
for the expanse of space that draws us beyond 
the definitions of our selves.
We thank you for setting us in communities:
for families who nurture our becoming,
for friends who love us by choice,
for companions at work, who share our burdens and daily tasks,
for strangers who welcome us into their midst,
for people from other lands who call us to grow in understanding,
for children who lighten our moments with delight,
for the unborn, who offer us hope for the future.
We thank you for this day:
for life and one more day to love,
for opportunity and one more day to work for justice and peace,
for neighbours and one more person to love
and by whom be loved,
for your grace and one more experience of your presence,
for your promise:
to be with us, to be our God, and to give salvation.
For these, and all blessings,
we give you thanks, eternal, loving God,
through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Source: Adapted from “Prayers of Our Hearts” © 1991 Vienna Cobb Anderson. Reprinted with the permission of the author.

Song Come O God of all the earth TIS 181
Come, O God of all the earth:
come to us, O Righteous One.
Come and bring our love to birth;
in the glory of your Son.
Sing out, earth and skies!
Sing of the God who loves you.
Raise your joyful cries,
Dance to the life around you.

Come, O God of wind and flame;
fill the earth with righteousness.
Teach us all to sing your name;
may our lives your love confess.  
Sing out, earth and skies!
Sing of the God who loves you.
Raise your joyful cries,
Dance to the life around you.

Come, O God of flashing light;
twinkling star and burning sun.
God of day and God of night;
in your light we all are one.  
Sing out, earth and skies!
Sing of the God who loves you.
Raise your joyful cries,
Dance to the life around you.

Come, O God of snow and rain;
shower down upon the earth.
Come, O God of joy and pain;
God of sorrow, God of mirth.  
Sing out, earth and skies!
Sing of the God who loves you.
Raise your joyful cries,
Dance to the life around you.

Come, O Justice, come, O Peace;
come and shape our hearts anew.
Come and make oppression cease;
bring us all to life in you. 
Sing out, earth and skies!
Sing of the God who loves you.
Raise your joyful cries,
Dance to the life around you.
Marty Haugen Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 604530. All rights reserved.
AB Prayer of Confession
In the stopping, in the pausing, in the quiet,
we cannot avoid what we are not:
Our faults, our lack of faith,
our lack of vision and of action,
our lack of trust – all bubble to the surface.
When our security is in our finances – remind us that money is fleeting.
When our faith is in burglar proof barriers – remind us that joining with others keeps us safe.
When we believe that because we follow Christ, 
nothing bad should ever happen to us – remind us the costly way of the Cross.
You, Loving God, see who we are
and still stand by us – offering us hope
and above all, forgiveness.  
AB  WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Friends, receive God’s forgiveness.
May God’s love set you free this day and always. Amen. 
AB Intro to readings Arguing with God, and the government
CG Reading Exodus 33:12-23  The Message
12-13 Moses said to GOD, “Look, you tell me, ‘Lead this people,’ but you don’t let me know whom you’re going to send with me. You tell me, ‘I know you well and you are special to me.’ If I am so special to you, let me in on your plans. That way, I will continue being special to you. Don’t forget, this is your people, your responsibility.”
14 GOD said, “My presence will go with you. I’ll see the journey to the end.”
15-16 Moses said, “If your presence doesn’t take the lead here, call this trip off right now. How else will it be known that you’re with me in this, with me and your people? Are you traveling with us or not? How else will we know that we’re special, I and your people, among all other people on this planet Earth?”
17 GOD said to Moses: “All right. Just as you say; this also I will do, for I know you well and you are special to me. I know you by name.”
18 Moses said, “Please. Let me see your Glory.”
19 GOD said, “I will make my Goodness pass right in front of you; I’ll call out the name, GOD, right before you. I’ll treat well whomever I want to treat well and I’ll be kind to whomever I want to be kind.”
20 GOD continued, “But you may not see my face. No one can see me and live.”
21-23 GOD said, “Look, here is a place right beside me. Put yourself on this rock. When my Glory passes by, I’ll put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with my hand until I’ve passed by. Then I’ll take my hand away and you’ll see my back. But you won’t see my face.”
 
CG Reading Matthew 22:15-22 15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ 21 They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ 22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
CG – In these ancient words, the Spirit finds meaning for today.

CG Song Is It Lawful to Pay Taxes? Tune Nettleton TIS 392
"Is it lawful to pay taxes 
when they prop up Caesar's rule?"
So some people asked of Jesus, 
wanting him to seem a fool.
Saying "no" would be sedition; 
saying "yes" would be a sin.
Jesus changed the conversation, 
calling them to look within.

"Find a tax coin in your treasure; 
see the image that it bears.
Give to Caesar what is Caesar's. 
(Give to rulers what is theirs.)"
Yet he pressed on with his message; 
"Give to God what is God's own."
We who bear our Maker's image 
worship God and God alone.


Lord of all, in every nation, 
may your word be understood —
That we have an obligation 
to support the common good.
May our taxes, all together, 
fund our working hand in hand
So that life will be made better 
for all people in this land.

Still, we also hear your teaching: 
"Give to God what God is due."
May no ruler — overreaching — 
try to take the place of you.
May we listen to your message,
 may we honour what is yours;
May we, living in your image, 
seek your kingdom that endures.
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette Used with permission
AB Message – Things that are certain – death and taxes – what does Jesus say? What do we say?
AB Song  Here we are giving, tune Bunessan TIS 156
Here we are giving,
out of our plenty
fruit of thanksgiving,
tribute of love.
Hearts overflowing
cannot stand empty,
constantly growing
grace from above.

Gathered as one, and
thankfully bringing
all that we are, and
all that we do.
Serving and caring,
praying and singing,
building and sharing,
offered to you.

Love beyond measure, Bowl brought forward                                                                                             total compassion,
We are your treasure:
wondrously giv’n.
Made in your likeness,
imaged and fashioned,
life that is priceless,
valued in heaven.
words © Ally Barrett / Jubilate administered by Jubilate Hymns Ltd used with permission

LB Offering and prayer between lectern and table
We become givers because we have been receivers, we become love because we have known love, we become rich as an echo of your generosity. In Jesus name, Amen
LB Notices Lectern
LB Prayers of the People
Ground of our being, we offer our prayers for the world.
Where creation is groaning may we be agents of healing and hope.
Where people are suffering may we be the voices who cry out for justice.
Where greed and despair are rampant may we speak only of love and mercy.

Water of life, we offer our prayers for the church.
When the church causes harm may we offer your fierce compassion. When we struggle to find the way may we be enlightened by your wisdom. When people come seeking you may our hearts and doors be open.

Fire of truth, we offer our prayers for the community.
When we encounter loneliness and grief help us to hold space gently.
When we gather as your people help us to tell your story with our hearts.
When we open our doors help us to go out through them 
giving glory to you. Amen

LB Lord’s Prayer
O God, our Heavenly Father,
give us a vision of our world 
as Your love would make it:
a world where the weak are protected
and none go hungry or poor;
a world where the benefits of civilized life are shared,
and everyone can enjoy them;
a world where different races, nations and cultures
live in tolerance and mutual respect,
a world where peace is built with justice,
and justice is guided by love;
and give us the inspiration and courage to build it,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Source: Geoffrey Brown and John Pridmore, St Martin-in-the-Fields’ Prayer for the World)

LB Song Be thou my vision O Lord of my heart TIS 547
1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day and by night;
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my great Father, thy child let me be,                                       Thou in me dwelling and I one with thee.
3. Be thou my armour, my sword for the fight;
Be thou my dignity, thou my delight.
Thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tower;
Raise thou me Heavenward, O Power of my power.
4. Riches I scorn and the world’s empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always.
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.
5. High King of Heaven, after victory won,
May I reach Heaven's joys, O bright Heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
Eleanor Henrietta Hull, Mary Elizabeth Byrne Public domain
AB Commissioning In front of table
When the world tells you, you need more stuff than you have
Still, you have enough
When the world tells you, you don’t amount to much and you make no difference
Still, you are enough
When the world tells us our dreams of peace and plenty for all 
will never be achieved,
Still, we are enough. 
May God, who comes to us in a myriad of ways, continue to bless your days, your money and your life.

AB Blessing song For you Deep Stillness of the silent inland
Julie Perrin, Robin Mann Reproduced with permission CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved
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