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ALL AT LECTERN UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN. 
Sing-through: 9:30, ends at 9:50     Pre-service music 
Candles lit, Bible open
10.00am Red light displayed: Intro video plays 

MC Welcome Including livestreamers Behind table
MC Candles: The Christ candle is lit, symbolising Christ, light of the world.Our peace candle also burns, representing the peace we all long for and pray for, in our world and in our lives. The Bible is open, stories of God’s people through ages past, and more. The water is poured, reminding us of our own baptism. 
MC Acknowledgement : Table
[image: ](Learning from Country by Tovani Cox)
Today, in the week of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day, we remember the love poured out by those who have cared for this Land and cared for and taught its children since time beyond measure. We honour those who have gone before and those who are yet to come. May we be mindful of the calling God places on humanity to care for all Creation. May we take the lead from the Kaurna People whose stories are entwined with the stewarding of this place, and from the First nations people of all places where this service is shared. May we learn from them and walk with them in God’s Covenant.
(To lectern)
MC Call to worship
Those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:31 NRSV)
We need this kind of hope.
Come, let us worship the Holy One who meets us where we are.
Come, let us open ourselves to the God who lifts us up.
We are here to worship God, 
whatever those words mean to us today. 
(Source: Rev. Dr. Bob Gross, adapted)

MC Opening prayer
God of Presence,
as you walked upon the water to meet the disciples,
may we be met in the midst of the storms in our lives.
God of Renewal,
as you lifted Peter from the water,
may we be lifted from despair to hope,
from distraction to focus,
from death to life.
God of the Journey,
may we be directed in your way,
may your purpose be worked out in and through our lives.
We pray in the name of Christ who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in the power that is love, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(Source: Rev. Dr. Bob Gross, adapted)

MC: Song "Come and Find the Quiet Centre" Tune Abbot’s Leigh TIS 153
Come and find the quiet centre
in the crowded life we lead,
find the room for hope to enter,
find the frame where we are freed:
clear the chaos and the clutter,
clear our eyes, that we can see
all the things that really matter,
be at peace, and simply be.

Silence is a friend who claims us,
cools the heat and slows the pace,
God it is who speaks and names us,
knows our being, face to face,
making space within our thinking,
lifting shades to show the sun,
raising courage when we're shrinking,
finding scope for faith begun.

In the Spirit let us travel,
open to each other's pain,
let our loves and fears unravel,
celebrate the space we gain:
there's a place for deepest dreaming,
there's a time for heart to care,
in the Spirit's lively scheming
there is always room to spare. 
Shirley Erena Murray Reproduced with permission under CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved.
AB: Prayer of Confession
God help us to find our confession;
The truth within us that is hidden from our mind;
The beauty or the ugliness we see elsewhere
But never in ourselves;
The stowaway that has been smuggled
Into the dark side of the heart,
Which puts the heart off-balance and causes it pain,
Which wearies and confuses us,
Which tips us in false directions and inclines us to destruction,
The load that is not carried squarely
Because it is carried in ignorance.
God help us to find our confession.
Help us across the boundary of our understanding.
Lead us into the darkness that we may find what lies concealed;
That we may confess it toward the light;
That we may carry our truth in the centre of our heart;
That we may carry our cross wisely
And bring harmony into our life and our world. Amen.                         Michael Leunig, When I Talk to You: A Cartoonist Talks to God
AB: Intro to readings
DC: Reading Genesis 37 1-4,17b-28 
Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 2 This is the story of the family of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.
Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18 They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19 They said to one another, ‘Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.’ 21 But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, ‘Let us not take his life.’ 22 Reuben said to them, ‘Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him’—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; 24 and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.
25 Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26 Then Judah said to his brothers, ‘What profit is there if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.’ And his brothers agreed. 28 When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.
DC: Reading Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus Walks on the Water
22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’
28 Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ 29 He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’
 DC:  When all seems lost, 
You bring us the joy and security of your Word.

DC: Song   Jesus calls us o’er the tumult Tis 589
 Jesus calls us o'er the tumult
Of our life's wild, restless sea;
Day by day his voice is sounding,
Saying, "Christian, follow me."
2. As of old Saint Andrew heard it
By the Galilean lake,
Turned from home, and toil, and kindred,
Leaving all for His dear sake.
3. Jesus calls us from the worship
Of the vain world’s golden store,
From each idol that would keep us,
Saying, “Christian, love me more.”
4. In our joys and in our sorrows,
Days of toil and hours of ease,
Still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
“Christian, love me more than these.”
5. Jesus calls us—By your mercies,
Saviour, may we hear your call,
Give our hearts to your obedience,
Serve and love you best of all.                                                                    Cecil Frances Alexander Public Domain
AB: Message – Epic Failures
MC: Reflective prayer
Loving through the storms 
The worst storms, Jesus, are the ones caused by our fear,
when we grow afraid of losing our power,
or we grow suspicious of the power of others,

when we refuse to acknowledge your mysterious authority;
Yet, it’s in the storm that we find our capacity to love.
In releasing our weak claim to power
and opening to your reign,
we discover a new way of seeing ourselves –
as called and useful and beloved –
and the other, whoever they may be –
as dignified and precious and beloved.
Here in the storm, Jesus, we need you, and we need each other,
and the love you give us to share,
leads us through sacrifice and self-giving
to peace and calm,
if only we will loose our hold on fear. Amen.
(Source: John van de Laar, Sacredise)

MC: Song How shall I sing to God? TIS 667
How shall I sing to God
When life is filled with gladness
Loving and birth, wonder and worth?
I'll sing from the heart
Thankfully receiving
Joyful in believing
This is my song
I'll sing it with love

How shall I sing to God
When life is filled with bleakness
Empty and chill, breaking my will?
I'll sing through my pain
Angrily or aching
Crying or complaining
This is my song
I'll sing it with love


How shall I sing to God		Bowl brought forward
And tell my Savior's story
Passover bread, life from the dead?
I'll sing with my life
Witnessing and giving
Risking and forgiving
This is my song
I'll sing it with love
Brian Wren Reproduced with permission under CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved.
MC: Offering and prayer (Between lectern and table)
We give thanks for all we have received, O God: gifts of love and time, money and abilities. In this bowl and via electronic transfers, and into this place, we return a portion of these gifts. Bless those who receive them, just as we are blessed in the act of sharing them. Amen.
MC: Notices
MC: Prayers of the People
Introduction:
Today many of the divisions in our world, church and community, will be named. You are invited to join with me as we listen together for the voice of God speaking justice into these places and situations.

Let us pray:
Liberating God, we hold before you 
these places of conflict and division.
Lord let us see.
May we see your way.
Israel, Gaza
Palestinians in the West Bank , settlers
Ukraine, Russia
Homeowner, homeless
Feeling loved, feeling unloved
Wealth, poverty
Food waste, starvation
Employed, unemployed
Time rich, time poor
Digitally savvy, digitally illiterate
Social media user, not connected to social media
Local, global
Illness, health
Abundance, loss
Many friends, few friends
Older age, younger age.

In all these places, and in all these situations,
Lord let us see.
May we see your way.
May we listen for your Word
May we pray, and may we act
May we be humble, and may we be strong
May we listen, and may we speak out
May we march to turn events to God’s way, and
May we withdraw the better to pray.
May we join with the saints and the cloud of witnesses 
who have gone before us,
and above all, may we be your presence, today and every day.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
Source: Kirsty Bennett, 2025, Brunswick Uniting Church


MC: Song -  God! when human bonds are broken TIS 683
God! When human bonds are broken
and we lack the love or skill
to restore the hope of healing,
give us grace and make us still.

Through that stillness, with your Spirit
come into our world of stress,
for the sake of Christ forgiving
all the failures we confess.

You in us are bruised and broken:
hear us as we seek release
from the pain of earlier living;
set us free and grant us peace.

Send us, God of new beginnings,
humbly hopeful into life;
use us as a means of blessing:
make us stronger, give us faith.

Give us faith to be more faithful,
give us hope to be more true,
give us love to go on learning:
God! Encourage and renew! Words © 1989 Hope Publishing Company
A. Ian Sharp, Fred Kaan Reproduced with permission under CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved.
AB: Commissioning front of table
Bless to us, O God, the sun and moon above us, 
The earth that is beneath us, the friends who are around us, 
Your image deep within us, the week which is before us.


AB Blessing song: TIS 778
Shalom to you now, shalom my friends, 
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 
In all your living and through your loving, 
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.
Carlton Raymond Young, Elise S. Eslinger Reproduced with permission under CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved.
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