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ALL AT LECTERN UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN. 
Sing-through: 9:30, ends at 9:50 Pre-service music Candles lit – 

10.00am Red light displayed: Intro video plays 
JS Welcome behind table
[image: ]JS Acknowledgement – We acknowledge the Sovereign First Peoples of this land on which we gather today. We honour their Elders—past and present—and those emerging as leaders among their people. We give thanks for their enduring custodianship of land, waters, and culture. As followers of Christ, we commit ourselves anew to the journey of truth-telling, justice, healing, and reconciliation.
JS Call to Worship – Lectern
Beloved community, we gather to worship the God who invites us to join in creating a new world.

When our souls are trampled on, made too hard to bear fruit,
Let us gather.
When our hearts exclaim over God’s word for a moment,
but never break open to let it sink in,
Let us gather.
When the cares of the world prick at and stifle our spirits like thorns,
leaving no room for joy or hope, no time for kindness or compassion,
Let us gather. 
And when God comes, heals, cultivates in us hearts soft enough to receive, to nurture, to blossom,
Let us gather to worship our Creator, 
our Word, and the Breath within us.

JS Prayer
God of grace and love,
We rely on Your love
extended to us in all ways and at all times,
extravagantly and with generosity.
We live day by day
knowing that Your care and concern is poured out for us
in Your provision for our needs
and beyond our imagining.
You entrust us with the gift of the good news of the Gospel
and invite us to be partners in the sharing of the message of grace.
Day by day we realise the many gifts lavished upon us.
We come to You to acknowledge and praise You
for all Your goodness to us.
(Source: Rev Nigel Robb, Church of Scotland)

JS Song We sing our prayer of confession in Forgive, forgive us, holy God! Tune TIS 654 O Waly Waly

Forgive, forgive us, holy God!
Your children call on you to hear!
       Our blood is on each other's hands,
       we die from hunger, lies and fear.

Forgive us that our souls are numb
to scenes of terror, screams of pain;
       that while we pray 'Your kingdom come'
       our world is still a battle plain.

Forgive the minds no longer shocked
by homeless poor, by lives abused,
       forgive us that the earth is stacked
       with weapons waiting to be used.

Forgive us that our household gods
are self and safety, private need,
       forgive us all our fitful prayers,
       the token gift, the token deed.

Give us this day the bread of peace,
the hands to share a common good,
       the hearts to ache for justice's sake,
       the will to stand where Jesus stood.
Colin Gibson, Shirley Erena Murray Reproduced with permission CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved
AB Prayer of Lament and Hope Lectern
You are so extravagant, God!
Throwing Your truth and grace out into the world
like a carefree farmer sowing life’s seeds
with no concern for where they may fall.
We are so grateful,
because we may never have heard Your word,
we may never have received your love
if it could only be found in the ‘proper’ places;
in neat rows of carefully tilled hearts,
in the securely-fenced fields of respectability.
So, we praise You that You sow wayward seed,
and that it found a place in our hearts
where life could grow and transform our hard hearts                                             into fruitfulness, our wilderness into garden. Amen.
(Source: John van de Laar, Sacredise)
AB For the young at heart Brothers and sisters
JW Reading Genesis 25:19-34 The Birth and Youth of Esau and Jacob
19 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22 The children struggled together within her; and she said, ‘If it is to be this way, why do I live?’[a] So she went to inquire of the LORD. 23 And the LORD said to her,
‘Two nations are in your womb,
    and two peoples born of you shall be divided;
one shall be stronger than the other,
    the elder shall serve the younger.’
24 When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25 The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 26 Afterwards his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.[b] Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.
27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skilful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.
Esau Sells His Birthright
29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 30 Esau said to Jacob, ‘Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!’ (Therefore he was called Edom.[c]) 31 Jacob said, ‘First sell me your birthright.’ 32 Esau said, ‘I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?’ 33 Jacob said, ‘Swear to me first.’[d] So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

JW  Reading Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  Anne and June dramatic representation in front of Communion Table
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!’
18 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 

JW Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                                  Thanks be to God
JW Song  We plough the fields and scatter TIS 130
1 We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand.
He sends the cold in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain.
Refrain:
All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above;
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord 
for such abounding love.
2 We glorify the maker of everything that is;
who gives to us to care for                                                                        the earth, the air, the seas.                                                            Who wills that all the people                                                                    might have their daily bread                                                                     that we might share our plenty                                                         as channels of God’s love[Refrain]
3 We thank You, gracious giver                                                                of all things bright and good:
The seedtime and the harvest,                                                                  our life, our health, our food.
Help us in our thanksgiving                                                                             to use your gifts with care                                                                to serve as friends and neighbours                                                 Your children everywhere. [Refrain]                                               Matthias Claudius Public Domain
AB Message - The first of the parables
AB Song  The seeds of grace  Tune 453 Ellacombe

The seeds of grace are scattered far
By way of wind and hand
The sower offers openly
These grains to bless our land.
In weeded plot and wilderness
And busy city street
The seeds of grace are falling free.
What welcome will they meet?

The seeds of grace are opening 
In water and in fire.
The Gard’ner tends each one in time
To give what they require:
A stream of sun, a mist of rain,
Enrichment for the soil.
The seeds of grace are reaching deep.
What promises uncoil?

The seeds of grace are rising up    Bowl comes forward
Unfurling shoot and leaf.
The Steward shields them faithfully
To nurture green belief,
To cultivate a tender trust
That strengthens, sweet and slow.
The seeds of grace are flourishing
What harvest will they grow?
[bookmark: _Hlk215678392]Hannah Brown Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 604530. All rights reserved.

JS Offering and prayer- Between table and lectern
As we offer our gifts and lives in this moment,
may we become imitators of you, Gracious God,
who holds nothing back from us,
but is generous and gracious with all that is yours.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
(Source: Thom Schuman, Lectionary Liturgies)

JS Notices Lectern

JS Prayers of the People  
God of compassion
We pray for the many who are oppressed by crushing political and economic circumstances.
Those persecuted on grounds of faith or ethnicity or background.
Families torn apart by age-old feuds, petty tensions, ill-founded jealousies and destructive attitudes based on concepts of exclusion, privilege and prejudice.
The men and women ground down by lack of food and opportunities of inclusion.
The children oppressed by discrimination and disadvantage,
lack of resources and failures of education.
The downtrodden and those seen as unable to make a positive contribution to the life of the world.
Empower, encourage and endorse the disciples of Jesus
who addressing the needs of the isolated and lonely, often at enormous personal cost.
The concerned workers who day by day bring food and shelter, care and compassion to the hungry and the homeless.
The missionaries in the world of business and economics who try to overturn the status quo and bring health and healing in an environment alien to the Gospel.
Those who hear the world’s poorest cry out for justice and mercy and respond without question or analysis of impact.
The generous who see gifts always as opportunities for sharing their good fortune.
The intrepid who take food and water to those who are ungrateful
and resistant to kindness and thoughtfulness.
The faithful, who day by day take time to pray and listen attentively to the Word. The fighters for justice who have courage and conviction
and who try to change the mind-set of exclusion and condemnation.
Those unafraid of persecution, personal disadvantage and power in the world and who dare to question and speak the truth when it would be much easier to keep silent.
The sick in mind, body and spirit, the dying, and those who care for them, that they may always be aware of the presence of Your spirit among them and in their daily lives.
Those for whom the proclamation of the Gospel is a privilege,
but not one without cost and personal sacrifice.
For all whose lives, however apparently insignificant
and lacking in prestige and power,
are attempting to be faithful to the Gospel, in Jesus’ name,
because they are confident in the inclusive love and mercy You have demonstrated in and through Jesus. In whose name we pray. Amen.
(Source: Rev Nigel Robb, Church of Scotland)
JS Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us say the Lord’s
Prayer together. 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and for ever.
Amen 
The New Zealand Prayer Book

JS Song Have faith in God, my heart TIS 619
Have faith in God, my heart,
trust and be unafraid;
God will fulfil in every part
each promise that was made.
2. Have faith in God, my mind,
although your light burns low;
God’s mercy holds a wiser plan
than you can fully know.
3. Have faith in God, my soul,
the cross for ever stands;
and neither life nor death can pluck
your children from your hands.
4. Lord Jesus, make me whole;
grant me no resting place
until I rest, heart, mind, and soul,
the captive of your grace.                                                            Olwen Scott Bryn Rees Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 604530. All rights reserved.
AB Commissioning in front of table 
Lord let my heart be good soil
Open to the seed of Your word
Lord let my heart be good soil
Where love can grow
And peace is understood
When my heart is hard
Break the stone away
When my heart is cold
Warm it with the day
When my heart is lost
Lead me on Your way
Lord let my heart be good soil 
AB Blessing song  Chorus from TIS 178 sung twice
Friends, be strong!
Hold your heads high!
Freedom is our song
Alleluia!
Brian Wren Reproduced with permission CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved
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