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Meditation
Before you tell your life what you intend to do with it, listen for what it intends to do with you.         Parker J. Palmer


ALL AT LECTERN UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN. 
Candles lit, Bible open

Sing-through: 9:30, ends at 9:50 	Pre-service music 

10.00am Red light displayed: Intro video plays 

BT:	Introduction and welcomes 	Behind table
	Anniversary of the formation of the UCA

BT:	Candles  Indicates lit candles, open Bible etc.

[image: ]BT:	Acknowledgement    Behind table

We acknowledge that we worship on Kaurna land where people have lived and cared for the land since before recorded history.  We pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

BT:	Call to worship (Lectern)

Our God is a safe refuge when we are in need
a stronghold in our times of trouble, 
a spacious meadow in our times of joy
Put your trust in God, and rejoice!
For you, O God, will never abandon those who seek you.
Sing praises to God, the One dwells over all the earth.
Declare God’s wonderful presence among all peoples.               (based on Ps 9:9-11)

BT:	Opening Prayer   

God of all creation, you do great and wonderful things.
	It’s what makes you our God.
	There is nothing else in this world like you.
	There’s nothing else like your love.
	God of surprises, come and worship with us.
	Surprise us again 
and help us to grow in your love.	


BT:	Song Who would true valour see (TiS 561)
1. Who would true valour see,
let them come hither;
those here will constant be,
come wind, come weather.
There’s no discouragement
shall make them once relent
each from a vowed intent
to be a pilgrim.
2. Those who beset them round
with dismal stories
do but themselves confound:
their strength the more is.
No lion can them fright,
they’ll with a giant fight,
but each will have a right
to be a pilgrim.
3. Hobgoblin nor foul fiend
can daunt their spirit:
they know they at the end
shall life inherit.
Then fancies fly away;
they’ll scorn what people say,
and each work night and day
to be a pilgrim.
			John Bunyan, Public Domain

BT:	Prayer of Confession 

We come into this place to worship you, O God,
yet we come knowing that we have failed
to obey the call of Jesus
to love you and one another with our whole being;
but we come also to a God who reaches out to us
with healing and reconciliation

We have failed to value the life of other people,
other creatures, and the world you have given to be our home.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 

We have failed to recognize the interconnectedness of all things,
and have brought pain through division and exclusion.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

We have denied your Presence, ignored your voice
and forgotten your love for us and all that you have made.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 

Silence
God of all mercy
give us grace today to make a fresh start.
As we hope to be forgiven, teach us how to forgive;
and lead us forward in a new life
where neither grudges nor resentment have a part;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen		

BT: Assurance of Pardon and Renewal 
On this day, as on every day, God stands
arms wide open to embrace us;
heart wide open to forgive us.
On this day, as on every day, the Spirit 
is poured out upon us,
restoring the relationship between human and divine;
between heaven and earth.			
On this day, as on every day, 
we hear the Good News:
In Christ Jesus, we are forgiven and made whole.
Thanks be to God.		

PT: Scripture Reading	Peter introduces the reading

JS: Matthew 10:34-39
[Jesus said to the disciples he was sending out]
34 Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.
For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

PT: Introduces the next reading

JS: John 17:20-26
[Jesus is praying to God]
20 "I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
22 The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
25 "Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me.  I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them." 

In this is the Word of God.	Thanks be to God.

JS: Song  All are welcome

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive,
built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace.
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
Refrain
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place.

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek
to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God’s grace.
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
Refrain

3. Let us build a house where love is found, 
in water, wine and wheat,
a banquet hall on holy ground,
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space,
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us;
Refrain

4. Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone,
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger bear
the image of God’s face.
Let us bring an end to fear and danger;
Refrain

5. Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard,
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word,
built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace.
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter;
Refrain
Text and tune: Marty Haugen, © 1994 GIA Publications Reproduced with permission under OneLicense ##A- 604530. All rights reserve

PT: Message 


BT: Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Basis of Union)
We believe in God, 
sovereign in grace and love, 
maker of all things.
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
the eternal Word of God,
the firstborn of a new creation.
We believe in God’s eternal Spirit, 
pledge and foretaste of the future, 
given that we may not lose the way,
who has endowed us with a diversity of gifts.
We are a pilgrim people
on the way to the promised goal.
On this way, 
we are called to live and work 
within the faith and unity
of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
In this unity, 
we offer our worship, witness and service 
and receive one another in love and joy.
We are being led to the free obedience 
of the children of God,
and so we look with yearning and hope
to the final reconciliation of humanity with God, 
and the renewal of all creation.
Alleluia. Amen.

BT: Song God the Father, Son and Spirit	  (Tune: TiS 152)
1. God the Father, Son and Spirit,
through your grace immense and free,
Draw us to yourself and bring us 
into deeper unity.
Come, renew us as we worship, 
witnessing to truth we hear,
And, through lives of humble service, 
show forth Christ our saving Lord.
2. We are ready to go forward, 
loyal alone to Christ our Head, 
in the church which is his body, 
follow on where has led.
Open still to your reforming,
through your word in Christ your Son, 
all united by the Spirit,
who makes all your people one.
3. We acknowledge one another; Bowl brought forward
love and joy to each is shown; 
Our belief in Christ our Master 
sends us out to make him known. 
So we live in hope’s assurance, 
waiting for the day to come 
when the kingdoms of this world
shall be the Kingdom of your Son.
Words by Keith Pearson, 
a paraphrase of Paragraph 1 of the Basis of Union, 
used at the 15th Anniversary of the UCA.

BT: Offering Prayer 	Between lectern and table
Grow these gifts in your love, God of all creation.
Bless our offerings, our hearts and our hopes in your love 
to make us worthy of your work in this world.
Fill these gifts and each of us with your goodness. 
Amen.	

BT: Notices 

BT: Passing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you.
Invite the congregation to pass peace to each other.

BT & JS: Prayers  JS speaking from off stage, not at lectern

BT: 	God our creator and salvation,
in humility we bring the concerns of our hearts,
seeking your blessing and healing
wherever it is needed.

BT: 	Where the cries of the poor go unheeded
and life is lived precariously,

JS: 	I think of the homeless in Australia

BT: 	Lord, in your mercy
		Hear our prayer

BT:	Where people live in despair because of
war, violence, hopelessness and abuse:

JS: 	I think of the people of Lebanon and Gaza

BT: 	Lord, in your mercy
		Hear our prayer

BT:	Where, this day, disease overwhelms,
death is drawing near, or mental illness confounds:
JS: 	I think of the rising tide of Ebola and Measles
	And suicide in rural communities

BT: 	Lord, in your mercy
		Hear our prayer

BT:	Where peace, whether physical or emotional
or relational, seems an impossible dream:

JS:	I think of Ukraine

BT: 	Lord, in your mercy
		Hear our prayer

BT:	Where the earth is threatened because of
human stupidity or lack of care:

JS:	I think of the Pacific Islands facing rising sea levels
	And of muttonbirds whose migration is disrupted by climate 	change.

BT: 	Lord, in your mercy
		Hear our prayer

BT:	Wherever fear prevents us from living out
the fullness of the Good News:

JS:	I think, … Oh, that’s about me.

BT: 	Lord, in your mercy
		Hear our prayer

BT:	A prayer for the Uniting Church
God of all hopefulness,
when we have been empty of hope, 
choked with bitter memories,
wandering lonely paths,
you have come to us 
with love like a shimmering mist,
offering the cup of healing,
and pointing the way home to community.

For this we give you thanks and praise.

May we, as individuals, 
as this congregation, 
as the Uniting Church,
carry hope, love, and healing
to the broken, the lost, the young, the old,
the suffering members of the family of creation
reminding them that they are all of value to you
and embracing them in your love. Amen			
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

FYI re muttonbirds: 24 APRIL 2026    https://news.csu.edu.au/opinion/more-shearwaters-are-washing-up-dead-on-australian-beaches.-its-not-due-to-natural-causes

BT: Song Now thank we all our God (TiS 106(i)) 

1.	Now thank we all our God, 
	with heart and hands and voices, 
	who wondrous things has done, 
	in whom this world rejoices; 
	who from our mothers' arms 
	has blessed us on our way 
	with countless gifts of love, 
	and still is ours today.

2.	O may this bounteous God 
	through all our life be near us, 
	with ever joyful hearts 
	and blessed peace to cheer us; 
	and keep us still in grace, 
	and guide us when perplexed; 
	and free us from all ills, 
	in this world and the next.

3.	All praise and thanks to God 
	who reigns in highest heaven; 
	to Father and to Son
	and Spirit now be given:
the one eternal God, 
	whom earth and heaven adore; 
	for thus it was, is now, 
	and shall be evermore.
Catherine Winkworth, Public Domain

BT: Commissioning
Even if the world was against us,
we need not fear,
for Christ is our strength,
God’s loving embrace will hold us firm,
and the power of the Spirit will always equip us.
So let us go to love generously and serve courageously.

PT: Blessing 	from in front of table
May you carry God’s wisdom
speak forth God’s peace
and embody God’s presence
wherever you are.


Post-service music
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