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ALL AT LECTERN UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN. 
Sing-through: 9:30, ends at 9:50 Pre-service music 
10.00am Red light displayed: Intro video plays 
CM Welcome From behind the Communion Table 
Welcome.  Reminder that we will be having communion  today.
[image: ]
Cross decorated in a First Nation’s pattern, St John’s Sydney
CM Acknowledgement From behind the Communion Table
As we gather in this place we give thanks for the Kaurna people.  We acknowledge the commitment their ancestors made across the generations to nurturing this land and its waters.  We pay our respects to their Elders both past and present.

CM CANDLES ETC 
We light the Christ candle, the symbol of the risen Christ in our midst, the light of the world; the peace candle burns, symbolizing the peace we all long for and work towards in this world of troubles. The Bible is open, stories of God’s faithful people through the ages; the water is poured, a symbol of our own baptism.


CM Call to Worship responsive - Lectern
CM: Christ is risen!
All: Christ is risen indeed!
CM: Light out of darkness!
All: Life out of death!
CM: Hope out of despair!
All: Power out of surrender!
CM: God, this is your grace, marvelous and wonderful!
All: This is your way, always and forever.
CM: You raise us up Christ, and we thank you.
All: You create us anew, and we worship you
CM: Christ is risen Alleluia!
All: Christ is risen indeed! 

CM  Announces the Reading from Matthew 28, interspersed with the song   Three days our world was broken  sung seated (Tune Thaxted -Holtz ( I vow to thee my country)
Three days our world was broken; 
the Lord of life lay dead.
“Take up your cross,” he told us 
who followed where he led.
Would we now hang in torment 
with thieves on every side,
Our Passover shattered, 
our hope crucified?
Three days we hid in silence, 
in bitter fear and grief.
Three days we clung together 
where he had washed our feet.
 


LB Reading - Matthew 28:1-4
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 
(song continues)
Three days-and on the third day, 
the women came at dawn.
His tomb, they said, was empty, 
his broken body gone.
Who could believe their story? 
The dead do not arise,
Yet he walks among us, 
and with our own two eyes
We’ve seen him at this table; 
we’ve shared his bread and wine.
Hearts burning bright within us, 
we’ve seen his glory shine.

LB Reading - Matthew 28:5-7
5 But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his other disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’ 



Three days our world was broken 
and in an instant healed,
God’s covenant of mercy 
in mystery revealed.
Two thousand years are one day 
in God’s eternal sight,
And yesterday’s sorrows 
are now this day’s delight.
Though still Christ’s body suffers, 
pierced daily by the sword,
Yet death has no dominion: 
the risen Christ is Lord!
Casey McKinley MD Ridge Reproduced with permission CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved
LB Reading - Matthew 28:8-10
8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell the others. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’
LB In these ancient words the Spirit finds meaning for today.                      Thanks be to God
AB Prayer of confession At the cross in front of table
Matthew tells us that on this day the love of God 
turned everything upside down
the falsely accused – the declared innocent 
the abandoned – the included
the beaten – the embraced
the commandeered – the volunteers
the mocked – the valued
the executed – experience life abundantly
We are those people!
Amazing! Unbelievable! Precious!
We begin again! Amen.

AB Song At the dawning of salvation TIS 392
1 At the dawning of salvation;
in the morning of the world,
Christ is raised, a living banner
by the love of God unfurled,
Through the daylight, through the darkness,
Christ leads on his great array:
all the saints and all the sinners
he has gathered on his way. 
2 He is risen in the morning,
he is risen from the dead;
he is laughter after sadness,
he is light when night has fled.
He has suffered, he has triumphed,
life is his alone to give:
as he gave it once he gives it
evermore, that we may live.
3 For the glory of salvation
in the dawn of Easter day
we will praise you, loving Father;
we rejoice to sing and pray
with the Son and with the Spirit
Lead us on, your great array,
saints and sinners celebrating
your triumphant love today.                            Jock Curle Reproduced with permission CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved
AB Message- What does it all mean? Barriers broken?
AB Affirmation 
We believe in the God of Life,
who in the face of death and despair,
brings forth new beginnings. 

We believe in Jesus, who lived with radical love,
stood against the status quo,
and was crucified by powers of fear and injustice. 

We believe in the Resurrection:
Not merely a story of the past,
but the living truth that love is stronger than death,
and that God’s life cannot be entombed. 

We affirm that Christ is Risen
in the breaking of chains,
in the mending of broken hearts,
and in our commitment to justice and peace. 

We are called to live the resurrected life:
To defy fear, to embrace compassion,
and to practice resurrection in all that we do.
Alleluia! The Joy of Love is alive!            Patheos 
Bowl brought forward by Lesley
CM Offering and prayer –side of Table
Risen Savior, as we lay our gifts before You, we also lay our lives before You. May these gifts of money, time, talents, and devotion, be used to support the needy, comfort the hurting, and strengthen the weak, support missions, outreach, and the sharing of Your Word. May lives be transformed, and filled with eternal hope. Amen          
CM NOTICES - lectern
CM Prayers of the People Lectern
Christ is Risen!
He is Risen Indeed!

Risen Lord, hear our cry for help –
for those surrounded by the shroud of death
for those covered by the mantle of dying
for those hemmed-in by illness, visible or veiled
hear our cry for help…
for those weighed down with worries
for those carrying the burden of distress
for those overwhelmed by isolation
hear our cry for help…

Risen Lord, hear our cry of thanksgiving –
for the ways you accompany us through deep valleys
for the ways you lead us to still meadows
for the ways you provide all we need
hear our cry of thanksgiving…
for transforming death in resurrection life
for blessing and breaking ordinary bread
for opening our eyes to recognise you
hear our cry of thanksgiving…

Risen Lord, hear our cry for communities of faith –
that we sense purpose beyond ourselves
that we perceive the needs of creation
that we stretch ourselves to respond
hear our cry for communities of faith…
that our ways be formed by Your Way
that our lives be shaped by Your Life
that our love be Your Love
hear our cry for communities of faith…
Amen.
Katherine Kussmaul, Saint Giles Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, NC
CM Song Lord Jesus Christ TIS 526
1 Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us, 
you are one with us, Mary’s son; 
cleansing our souls from all their sin, 
pouring your love and goodness in, 
Jesus, our love for you we sing, living Lord. 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, now and every day 
teach us how to pray, Son of God. 
You have commanded us to do 
this in remembrance, Lord, of you: 
into our lives your power breaks through, living Lord. 

3 Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us, 
born as one of us, Mary’s son; 
led out to die on Calvary, 
risen from death to set us free, 
living Lord Jesus, help us see you are Lord. 

4 Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to you, 
live my life for you, Son of God. 
All your commands I know are true, 
your many gifts will make me new, 
into my life your power breaks through, living Lord.
Patrick Robert Norman Appleford Reproduced with permission CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved
[bookmark: _Hlk94864675]AB Welcome & Invitation – We will move to a circle to receive today
Here is the table set for our special meal.
The bread, the juice, prepared and presented.
Ready to be served and shared.
We remember Jesus sharing a meal like this with his disciples, 
his friends.
He included everyone, those he could trust 
and those he could not trust.
Today we are his disciples, his friends.
Each one of us is welcome. How amazing it is to be loved and wanted even when we are far from perfect.
How wonderful it is to be included as we are.

AB Words of Remembrance: the communion story
When Jesus shared the bread with his friends, 
he explained that he is the Bread of Life. (bread is lifted)
Like bread, Jesus nourishes and strengthens us 
so that we can know kind and unkind and not be confused.
When we eat the bread together, we are strengthened as a community to remember Jesus and do the things Jesus would do in our world.
Jesus also used a cup of the fruit of grapes to teach his disciples.(cup is lifted)
He compared the red juice to blood, to help us remember the suffering in the world.
Drinking the juice together helps us remember that we are all part of a special agreement, a covenant, with God.
God loves us so much that when we make mistakes, or when we make bad choices, God has agreed to forgive us and give us a second chance, and a third chance.
This is ordinary bread and ordinary juice. The Spirit of God makes them holy and set apart.
And when we eat the bread together and drink the juice together, something extraordinary happens which brings us closer to Jesus and to one another. We become holy, the ‘Body of Christ.’
Which means that our eyes and ears see and hear what Jesus would see and hear in our world. and our arms and hands do Jesus’s work to help others.
We move into a large circle where we are served the bread and wine, and eat drink together.



AB Sharing the bread and juice
When you take a piece of bread, please hold it until everyone has a piece, then we will all eat together.  
Anne and Craig distribute bread, when everyone has bread:
We say: The Bread of Life shared with us.
Be strengthened to do what is kind.

When you take a cup of juice, please hold it until everyone has been served. Then we will all drink together.
Bruce and Leonie distribute wine  when everyone has a cup:
We say: The Cup of Forgiveness shared with us.
Remember God’s agreement 
to give each of us another chance 
to be better people.

AB Prayer of Thanksgiving
God of love, thank you for this Easter celebration! thank you for strengthening us with the Bread of Life.
Thank you for forgiving us and giving us another chance 
We promise to be the living Body of Christ,                                          nourished by this special meal.
We promise to use our arms, hands, feet, eyes and ears to follow Jesus and make the world a better place for everyone.
We have been fed, Holy One, 
by your presence.
We have been led, Eternal One, 
by your light.
May we glow with your love
Now and forevermore. Amen.
People move back to seats

AB Song Go light your world video
https://youtu.be/fKEw3f-ludc?si=JHjhmQIcHhWjRPS4

Chris Rice Reproduced with permission CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved
Commissioning Front table
Go with us, God,
in all that builds community. 
Go with us, Christ, 
in all that breaks down barriers. 
Go with us, Spirit, 
in all that reconciles.
Amen! 
From Singing while it is still dark p98 (Susan Wickham)
Blessing song : May the feet of God walk with you TIS 779
May the feet of God walk with you
and God’s hand hold you tight.
May the eye of God rest on you
and God’s ear hear your cry.
May the smile of God be for you
and God’s breath give you life.
May the Child of God grow in you
and God’s love bring you home.

Words: Aubrey Podlich; Music: Robin Mann © 1983 Reproduced with permission CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved
AV Team and musicians gather at the table for communion
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