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Meditation
The opposite of faith is not doubt, but certainty. Certainty is missing the point entirely. Faith includes noticing the mess, the emptiness and discomfort, and letting it be there until some light returns.  				(Anne Lamott)

ALL AT LECTERN UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN. 

Sing-through: 9:30, ends at 9:50 Pre-service music 

10.00am Red light displayed: Intro video plays 

BT:	Introduction and welcomes Behind communion table

BT:	Candles  

Christ is the light of the world.
Our Christ candle is lit.
Our world has nations in conflict, we pray for an end of conflict.
Our peace candle is lit.

[image: ]BT:	Acknowledgement 
As we gather to worship in this place, we acknowledge the Kaurna people who have cared for this land and waters. We pay our respects to their Elders both past and present. 

BT:	Call to worship (Lectern)

Christ is risen
and all creation rejoices!
Christ is risen
and reconciling peace greets us!
Christ is risen
and the Spirit of love is with us and within us!
Let us worship the One who overcomes death!
Let us celebrate the life-giving love of God!

BT:	Opening Prayer   
Holy God,
You have turned a dead end into highway,
you have transformed death into life,
you have replaced absurdity with possibility.
Be with us in this time of worship
Turn what is gray in our hearts
into a rainbow of joy,
transform our groanings
into shouts of hallelujah,
and replace our hesitations
	with leaps of joy.
Come, risen Christ
in the newness of Easter hope.
Amen				

BT:	Song Christ is alive! Let Christians sing! 
(Words TiS 387.  Tune TiS 89.)
1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring;
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
2. Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching every place and time.
3. In every insult, rift and war,
where colour, scorn or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.
4. Women and men, in age and youth
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.
5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.
Words: Brian Wren. Reproduced with permission under CCLI License 	#22260685, all rights reserved.

BT:	Prayer of Confession 
We give you thanks, O God, that you meet us where we are, including when we hide in fear. Hear us as we confess with our lips and in our hearts those doubts that are separating us from you today:  pause
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Hear us, O God, as we confess with our lips and in our hearts those misbeliefs that are separating us from each other, our families, and friends today: pause
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
And hear us, O God, as we confess with our lips and in our hearts those fears that are separating us from the neighbours and strangers in our lives and community: pause					
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Open us, O God, to the winds of new life that come from the empty tomb
roll back the stone from our hearts 
revive us and set us free.		

BT: Assurance of Pardon and Renewal 
Christ comes to us in the locked rooms of our life 
where we hide with doubts, misbeliefs and isolation
breathing the Spirit on us and saying to us every day 

“Peace be with you.”				
Thanks be to God.

PT: Scripture Reading	Peter introduces the reading

CG: John 20:19-31

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." 
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 
22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

24  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 
"We have seen the Lord." 
But he said to them, 
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." 
27 Then he said to Thomas, 
"Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 
Thomas answered him, 
"My Lord and my God!" 
Jesus said to him, 
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written 
so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

In this is the Word of God.
Thanks be to God.

CG: Song Faith will not grow from words alone (TiS 691)

1. Faith will not grow from words alone,
from proofs provided, scripture known;
our faith must feel its way about,
and live with question-marks and doubt.
2. The pattern Jesus showed, we share:
life comes through death, hope through despair.
God is made known in brokenness,
and faith feeds on God's emptiness.
3. The church still tells how Jesus came
through death to glorious life again —
the strangest story! Yet, maybe,
our faith will thrive on mystery.
4. Faith takes the little that we know,
and calls for hope, and tells us: Go!
Love and take courage, come what may;
Christ will be with us on the way.
Words: Elizabeth J. Smith. Reproduced with permission under CCLI License # 22260685, all rights reserved.

PT: Message 


PT: Song O breath of life, come sweeping through us (TiS 409)
1. O breath of life, come sweeping through us,
revive your church with life and power;
O breath of life, come cleanse renew us,
and fit your church to meet this hour.
2. O wind of God, come bend us, break us,
till humbly we confess our need;
then in your tenderness remake us,
revive, restore: for this we plead.
3. O breath of love, come breathe within us,	Bowl forward
renewing thought and will and heart;
come, love of Christ, afresh to win us,
revive your church in every part.
4. Revive us, Lord! Is zeal abating
while harvest fields are vast and white?
Revive us, Lord, the world is waiting,
equip your church to spread the light.
Public Domain

BT: Offering Prayer  Between lectern and table

Commentators tell us that in the present time, the rules of the world order are being rewritten.  But for us, one rule remains unchanged:  the twin rule to love God and love neighbour.  We offer these gifts, along with our words and deeds.  May God take what we offer and turn it all into healing and peace. 

BT: Notices 

BT: Passing the peace 
The peace of the risen Christ be with you.
Invite the congregation to pass peace to each other.


BT: Prayers 
God, we rejoice to hear of your living, life-giving presence and care, even when we do not see or touch you. You who made us know us and welcome us as we are, including how we fear, don’t trust, and doubt. We lift up to your merciful care these doubts and questions we hide in our hearts.   Meet us where we are and where we hide.
O God, in whom is life and fullness of joy, 
hear our prayer and guide us.

We are not alone in our fears and doubts. For those who are suffering from hunger and thirst, lack of shelter, in want of safety and belonging – help us receive them with compassion, care, and works to alleviate their suffering and to know your living hope.
O God, in whom is life and fullness of joy, 
hear our prayer and guide us.

For those facing illness, injury or death for themselves, loved ones, or neighbours, especially for those whose spirits quiver at the sounds of modern warfare, the buzz of a drone, the whistle of a missile, may your merciful presence and care be known, including through offerings of our deeds, prayers, and protests.
O God, in whom is life and fullness of joy, 
hear our prayer and guide us.

Your creation testifies to your abundant provision and creativity throughout the seasons of birth, life, death, and new birth. Teach us to delight in and be good stewards of this heritage you have entrusted to us.
O God, in whom is life and fullness of joy, 
hear our prayer and guide us.

We lift up our gratitude for your gifts of our lives, your presence and faithful love, O God, as together with all the faithful through the ages, in times of war and pestilence, in joy and plenty as in sorrow and pain, we say the prayer that Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

BT: Song Thine be the glory (Tune: TiS 380)

1. Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave clothes, where thy body lay.

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

2. Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing.
for the Lord is living, death has lost its sting. 
Refrain

3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;
life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 
Refrain
Public Domain

PT: Blessing 	Front of table

No door is closed to God’s presence.
God’s love does not keep at a safe distance
but comes to us, wherever we are,
whatever our doubts and fears.
We are not alone,
we are never alone.
Christ always blesses us with the words
“Peace be with you!”

May you bear this peace to others!

With confidence, we speak of life in the midst of death:
Christ is risen
He is risen indeed.	

Post-service music
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