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Meditation
The question should not be 'What would Jesus do?' but rather, more dangerously, 'What would Jesus have me do?' … Jesus did not come to ask semidivine human beings to do impossible things. He came to ask human beings to live up to their full humanity.  				(Peter J. Gomes)


Sing-through: 9:30, ends at 9:50 
Pre-service music; Both candles lit, Bible open, font visible

ALL AT LECTERN UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN. 

10.00am Red light displayed: Intro video plays 

MC: Welcome to Morialta Community: Welcome, everyone, to our service this morning – welcome to all you in the building, and all you who will join us online, now or at any time in the future. Together you make up our Morialta community, and we welcome you warmly.
[image: ]MC: Acknowledgement of Country and Introduction:
Photo by sugref on Freeimages.com
As we look upon the hills and valleys, we see the love poured out on this land by those who have cared for this Land since time beyond measure. We honour those who have gone before and those who are yet to come. May we be mindful of the calling God places on humanity to care for Creation. May we take the lead from the Kaurna People, whose stories are entwined with the stewarding of this place. May we learn from them and walk with them in God’s Covenant, as we engage with our own ancient stories from the Bible today. 
 The psalm for today is Psalm 121, a song about a pilgrimage from a village far away to the city of God, to see God.  It forms the basis for our opening.  We’ll sing the psalm in a moment. But first, please join me in the responsive Call to Worship:

MC: Call to Worship
God is our keeper;
Our shade in the bright sun, our light at night.
God will not let our foot slip;
Our God neither slumbers nor sleeps.
God is our help;
The creator of heaven and earth watches over us.
Let us lift up our hearts with joy
Let us lift up our voices to praise our Maker!
				(based on Psalm 121)

MC: Opening Prayer   
Long ago, hopeful pilgrims sang in confidence
that when they lifted their eyes to the hills
	they could see the presence of the God of hosts;
that when they placed their feet on treacherous ground
	they trusted in the steady support of God;
that when they ventured into the heat of the day
	they felt the protection of God’s shade.
We pray, O gracious God, that we might grow more like them:
feeling your marvelous presence about us,
trusting in your steadiness during uncertainty
and relying on your unfailing love in times of distress.
Amen		(based on Psalm 121)

MC: Introduces song. We will now sing the psalm: The first verse is sung by a pilgrim who is about to leave.  The other verses, 2-4, are sung by the community as a farewell and blessing to the pilgrim.”

Song I to the hills will lift my eyes (TiS 76)
Based on Psalm 121
1. I to the hills will lift my eyes:
where shall I find my help?
My help comes only from the Lord
who made the earth and heaven.
2. Your foot he’ll not let slide, nor will
your guardian even sleep:
the one who guards his people still,
he slumbers not, nor sleeps.
3. The Lord will be a shield and shade
with him at your right hand
no harm will come from sun by day
nor from the moon by night.
4. The Lord will keep you from all harm:
will guard your very life,
preserve your going out and in
now and forevermore.
Scottish Psalter 1650, Rev. G.D. Hay, public domain

MC and Congregation: Prayer of Confession

Let us pray a prayer of confession together:
We confess that we do not always see blessings for what they are. 
We confess that we lack imagination and optimism 
because we have experienced pain in our lives and in our community. 
Life and love break our hearts, but we do not have to live in fear or anger. 
God, we need you to teach us about our true selves, 
so we will recognize your presence and promises in ourselves and in each other.
Amen.						

MC: Assurance of Pardon and Renewal
Take comfort:
even if we close our minds, 
wrap our hearts in shadows,
and seek solace in fear.
God remains with us
offering us the embrace of love.	
Hear the Good News:

In Christ Jesus, we are forgiven and made whole.
Thanks be to God.		

PT: Introduction to reading

PA: John 3:1-17 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, 
"Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." 
3 Jesus answered him, 
"Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above."
4 Nicodemus said to him, 
"How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?" 
5 Jesus answered, 
"Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
‘You all must be born from above.' 
The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 
9 Nicodemus said to him, 
"How can these things be?" 
10 Jesus answered him, 
"Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?  "Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16 "For God loved the world in this way: he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to evaluate the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

In this is the Word of God, 
Thank you for speaking with us.

PA  introduces the song
Song Faith will not grow from words alone (TiS 691)

1. Faith will not grow from words alone,
from proofs provided, scripture known;
our faith must feel its way about,
and live with question-marks and doubt.
2. The pattern Jesus showed, we share:
life comes through death, hope through despair.
God is made known in brokenness,
and faith feeds on God's emptiness.
3. The church still tells how Jesus came
through death to glorious life again —
the strangest story! Yet, maybe,
our faith will thrive on mystery.
4. Faith takes the little that we know,
and calls for hope, and tells us: Go!
Love and take courage, come what may;
Christ will be with us on the way.
Elizabeth J. Smith. Reproduced with permission under CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved.

PT: Message

Silent Reflection for a moment, introduced at end of talk

Affirmation of faith
MC: Let us affirm our faith together:

We believe in God who has created and is creating;
	who made the fertile ground and the desert;
	who offers us choices
	and provides the bread of life.

We believe in Jesus, who came to share our humanness
and walked the journey of life ahead of us;
who was tested to the limits and tried to the edge of endurance;
who accepted the comfort and support of others in life’s extremity
and always showed God’s love.

We believe in the Spirit of God
whose breath brings life to the dust of the earth,
who leads us on through the seasons of life 
and stays with us on the pathways of death.
This is the God we proclaim and worship
and seek to serve in our lives.	

MC: Notices
1. Newsletter
2. Today’s Lent event project is Disaster preparedness: We’re supporting our global family in Christ to be prepared for disasters, thinking particularly of Vanuatu, where disaster preparedness workshops run by the local Presbyterian church reached 1300 people before a recent cyclone and the response saved lives and homes. Envelopes in the foyer.

MC: Prayers of the People 
These are some of the things in the life of our faithful community.  Let us gather those thoughts together in prayer, along with the other aspects of our life as individuals, a congregation, and part of the community of divine love.

Ever present God,
we come to you in prayer
for people of our world who find themselves
in places and moments of transition.

For those who journey into unknown and unseen places,
saying “yes” to you without knowing where the path may lead,
we pray that their feet will not slip. 

For those who dare to step out into the night,
to venture into uncertain places to be with those who are in need,
we pray for your presence also.
and that they will always know your care.

For those who dare to give voice to their questions,
to demonstrate a desire to know more,
to challenge voices that deride, put down, and condemn,
who will not accept partial or unsuitable answers,
we pray they are reminded
that their souls are in your very hands,
and that no matter what happens,
they are still yours.

And, as always, O God, we pray for those whose lives are under threat in this present time
For those in the midst of war
For those with illness
For those faced with economic hardship
For those facing natural disasters of all kinds
For those threatened by the violence of ideology and its fascination with difference in race, gender, or religion.

Protect us on all our journeys, O God,
that wherever we go we may find glimpses of grace dancing on the hilltops. Amen.
And we pray together the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

MC: introduces Song All are welcome in this place

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive,
built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace.
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
Refrain:
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place.
2. Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek
to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God’s grace.
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
Refrain
Offering brought forward during 3rd verse by Leonie.
As well, the plate of bread and the chalice brought forward by Jill Kerr

3. Let us build a house where love is found, 
in water, wine and wheat,
a banquet hall on holy ground,
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space,
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us;
Refrain
4. Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone,
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger bear
the image of God’s face.
Let us bring an end to fear and danger;
Refrain
5. Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard,
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word,
built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace.
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter;
Refrain
Marty Haugen, © 1994, 2022 GIA Publications, Inc. Reproduced with permission under One License #A-604530. All rights reserved.

MC: Offering Prayer Between the lectern and the table

We've prayed, now let's acknowledge that action is also needed.  Money symbolises our material commitment, the bread and wine of communion represent our commitment to community, through time and space.

Creator of Heaven and Earth, Giver of life and abundance to all
We bring these symbols of our material possessions and our spiritual life in community.
May they be used to offer healing to those in the heat of distress
and support to those brought low by the circumstances of life.
Amen.


The Lord’s Supper
MC: Instructions – at lectern
Everyone is welcome to this table; please ask if you prefer a gluten-free option. Come forward by the centre aisle, return by the side aisles, returning cups to the bowls as you pass.  

Musicians and servers will come first, then people come forward, as you are able.  If prefer to receive in pews, please indicate and wait.

AV workers will be served as the final cohort (not after service).  PT and MC will walk down and serve people in pews, at AV and in black room.

PT: Invitation  Behind table
Friends,
this is the table of the Lord
and he calls us to this sacred feast.
Come, not because you are strong,
but because you are weak;
come, not because of any goodness of your own,
but because you need mercy and help;
come, because you love the Lord a little
and would like to love him more;
come, because he loves you
and gave himself for you.

MC: Words of Institution
In the Gospel of Mark, chapter 14
we hear that on the night when Jesus was betrayed to the governing authorities,
he had supper with his disciples.
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread,
and after blessing it, he broke it, gave it to them, and said,
“Take; this is my body.”
Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them,
and all of them drank from it.
He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many.”    (Mark 14:22–24)

As we celebrate again that first supper
we join with believers in all times and places
united in the promise of hope, life and new creation
that comes through Christ.

PT: Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
May the God of discipleship be with you.
And also with you.
Let us begin our Lenten journey with open hearts.
We offer them to the One who walks with us.
Let our voices resound with thanksgiving to the One who shows us faithful care.
We rejoice in our God of hope and love.	

MC: O grace-filled and holy God,
we give you thanks for what you have done,
what you are doing now,
and for the miracles you have yet to work,
more wondrous than we can even imagine.

PT: We thank you that in the fullness of time,
you gave us Jesus, your beloved Son,
who conversed with the wind and the waves,.
He invited the thirsty to living water , 
the unchanged into new birth,
and the blind to open their eyes
to what they have never been able to see.
(We are one with the blind.)
He came from love, he lived in love,
and even when his friends betrayed him
he loved them to the end,

MC: And so, with the Seraphim in the Temple
with Isaiah, the prophet and pastor,
with all the faithful throughout the ages, 
we sound your praise:  		

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
PT: Christ listened for the Spirit,
even as its power rearranged people’s lives.
That same Spirit raised him up from the bonds of death,
and it pours out upon us even now,
on the friend gathered here
and on what we eat and drink.	

MC: O Holy one, make us one with each other,
and make us one with you.
Until we love our neighbours as we love ourselves,
until we see you clearly, face to face,
and until we know beyond a shadow of doubt
that love is stronger than death. 
Amen.

PT: Breaking of the Bread
Lift, break bread
Christ is the bread of life,
food for healing and wholeness.

Lift cup
Christ is the cup of hope,
wellspring of resurrection life.

Lift both
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Not judgement but mercy
Not condemnation but forgiveness
Not anger but love
Not weapons but bread
The gifts of God for us, the people of God.
Feed on them with faith and hope.

PT: The Communion   These words for the servers to use during distribution: 

Bread of Christ, for the journey
Amen.

Wine of Christ, to revive our spirit
Amen.

MC: Prayer after communion
Let us pray:

 Thank you, merciful God,
for gladness in this bread and cup,
for love that cannot die,
for peace the world cannot give,
for joy in the company of friends,
for the splendours of creation,
and for the mission of justice
that you have made our own.

Give us the gifts of this holy communion —
oneness of heart, love for neighbours,
forgiveness of enemies,
and the will to serve you every day,
in Jesus’ name we pray. 	
Amen

MC introduces the song
Song Great God, your Spirit, like the wind (TiS 416)
1. Great God, your Spirit, like the wind
unseen but shaking things we see
will never leave us undisturbed
fulfil our dreams, or set us free,
until we turn from faithless fear
and prove the promise of your grace
in justice, peace and daily bread
with joy for all the human race.
2. Lord, shake us with the force of love,
to rouse us from our dreadful sleep;
remove our hearts of stone, and give 
new hearts of flesh, to break and weep 
for all your children in distress
and dying for the wealth we keep.
Help us prevent, while we have time,
The blighted harvest greed must reap.
3. And then, in your compassion, 
give your Spirit like the gentle rain,
creating fertile ground from which
your peace and justice spring like grain;
until your love is satisfied,
with all creation freed from pain,
and all your children live to praise
your will fulfilled, your presence plain.
Alan Gaunt, © 1991 Stainer & Bell Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company) Reproduced with permission under One License #A-604530. All rights reserved.

MC: Commissioning  At lectern
Go forth into the gift-laden world.
Beauty is before you.
Beauty is behind you.
Beauty is above you.
Beauty is below you.
Praise to the Creator, the Christ and the Holy Spirit.
Praise!  Praise!  Praise!   Amen.

PT: Blessing		toward the front
The love of the faithful Creator, 
the peace of the wounded Healer, 
the joy of the challenging Spirit, 
the hope of the Three in One 
surround and encourage you 
today, tonight and forever. Amen	


Post-service music
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