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PICTURE ON SCREEN FIRST – 
ALL AT LECTERN UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN. 
Sing-through: 9:30, ends at 9:50 Pre-service music; Both candles lit, Bible open, font visible
10.00am Red light displayed: Intro video plays 
MC Welcome Lectern A very warm welcome to everyone joining us in this service: all those here in the building, and all those who will join online, whenever that may be – you are all valued and welcomed members of our congregation. 
[image: ]MC Acknowledgement – 
The ancient of Days breathed life into this vast land and Her Peoples. From Time beyond our reckoning the Kaurna People have blessed this place though their law and customs. We honour and celebrate the heritage of all First Nations leaders across the land, past, present and future. May we walk gently and respectfully on this land in the spirit of reconciliation. 
 MC Candle lighting (Gestures towards table) The Christ candle is lit, reminding us of Jesus as light of the world; the peace candle burns, as a symbol of our prayerful longing for peace everywhere, not just the absence of war but the presence of shalom as flourishing for all; the Bible is open, encouraging us to study it as, in the words of the song we sometimes sing, we become the next chapter ourselves; and the water shimmers as a reminder of our own baptism.
 MC Call to Worship for the first Sunday of Lent, with responses
Lent calls us to journey, this and every day,
following Jesus wherever he leads us.
Lent calls us to journey:
to the place where God covenants with us,
to receive the new names we are given.
Lent calls us to worship together,
to tell future generations the good news.
Lent calls us to practice justice,
to bring God’s hope to all people.
Lent calls us to faithful living,
to trust the One who gives us life.
Lent calls each of us to take up our cross,
to trust the One who bears it with us.
Lent calls us to journey with God.
Let us worship God, who walks with us,
this and every day.
(Source: Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies)
MC Prayer
For forty days and forty nights,
it rained on Noah.
For forty days and forty nights,
Moses fasted on Mount Sinai.
For forty days and forty nights,
Jesus wandered the desert.
Now God of the Rainbow, Fiery Pillar, Holy Spirit,
we are asked into forty days of Lent.
Our personal and societal struggles are real:
selfishness and insincerity,
pettiness and prejudice,
judgement and justification,
apathy and indifference,
violence and greed.
Sin is amongst, and in, us.
Nevertheless, let this Lent be a journey,
not of guilt or shame or humiliation,
but let this Lent be a walk toward freedom.
Like Jesus in the desert,
may we resist the temptations to
miracle, spectacle and power.
May we withstand
materialism, patriarchy and hatred.
May we say “no” to all realms of
oppression and persecution.
And may we live into the values of our faith.
May we live loyalty to a God of justice and compassion.
May we embrace
holiness, abundant life, and new beginnings.
May we know that we have, and that we are, enough.
(Source: Ted Dodd, Diaconal Minister, United Church in Canada)
MC: Song May this Lenten discipline TiS 463
Refrain: May this Lenten discipline, 
Which we undertake with love, 
Turn our minds to things above. 

Sin has sundered us from God, 
Selfish we have grown and cold, 
Foolish were the ways we trod, 
Evil habits keep their hold.
May this Lenten discipline, 
Which we undertake with love, 
Turn our minds to things above. 

Now we fast that we may feast 
Where the Lord of life presides; 
May our hunger be increased 
For the bread which he provides. 
May this Lenten discipline, 
Which we undertake with love, 
Turn our minds to things above. 

As we keep this Lent with prayer
And from pleasures are withdrawn,
Minds and bodies we prepare
For the joy of Easter dawn.
May this Lenten discipline, 
Which we undertake with love, 
Turn our minds to things above. 

© R. Connolly & J. MacAuley. Reproduced with permission under OneLicense #A-604530. All rights reserved.

AB: Prayer of Confession
AB: Intro to reading
CG: Reading Psalm 32 The Message 
Count yourself lucky, how happy you must be—
    you get a fresh start,
    your slate’s wiped clean.                                                                     2 Count yourself lucky—
    GOD holds nothing against you
    and you’re holding nothing back from him.                                       3 When I kept it all inside,
    my bones turned to powder,
    my words became daylong groans.
5 Then I let it all out;
    I said, “I’ll come clean about my failures to GOD.”
Suddenly the pressure was gone—
    my guilt dissolved,
    my sin disappeared.
6 These things add up. Every one of us needs to pray;
    when all hell breaks loose and the dam bursts
    we’ll be on high ground, untouched.
7 GOD’s my island hideaway,
    keeps danger far from the shore,
    throws garlands of hosannas around my neck.
8 Let me give you some good advice;
    I’m looking you in the eye
    and giving it to you straight:
9 “Don’t be ornery like a horse or mule
    that needs bit and bridle
    to stay on track.”
10 God-defiers are always in trouble;
    GOD-affirmers find themselves loved
    every time they turn around.
11 Celebrate GOD.
    Sing together—everyone!
    All you honest hearts, raise the roof!
 
CG: Reading   - Matthew 4:1-11 The Message
4 1-3 Next Jesus was taken into the wild by the Spirit for the Test. The Devil was ready to give it. Jesus prepared for the Test by fasting forty days and forty nights. That left him, of course, in a state of extreme hunger, which the Devil took advantage of in the first test: “Since you are God’s Son, speak the word that will turn these stones into loaves of bread.”
4 Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to stay alive. It takes a steady stream of words from God’s mouth.”
5-6 For the second test the Devil took him to the Holy City. He sat him on top of the Temple and said, “Since you are God’s Son, jump.” The Devil goaded him by quoting Psalm 91: “He has placed you in the care of angels. They will catch you so that you won’t so much as stub your toe on a stone.”
7 Jesus countered with another citation from Deuteronomy: “Don’t you dare test the Lord your God.”
8-9 For the third test, the Devil took him to the peak of a huge mountain. He gestured expansively, pointing out all the earth’s kingdoms, how glorious they all were. Then he said, “They’re yours—lock, stock, and barrel. Just go down on your knees and worship me, and they’re yours.”
10 Jesus’ refusal was curt: “Beat it, Satan!” He backed his rebuke with a third quotation from Deuteronomy: “Worship the Lord your God, and only him. Serve him with absolute single-heartedness.”
11 The Test was over. The Devil left. And in his place, angels! Angels came and took care of Jesus’ needs.	
CG Song  When he was baptised in Jordan TIS 252
When he was baptised in Jordan
Jesus knew his chosen role;
Ready now for time of testing
In the desert of the soul.

Starved of bread to feed the body,
Starved of rest to feed the brain,
Starved of friends to feed the spirit,
Jesus daily bore the strain.

During six long weeks of trial
evil masquerades as good:
points false roads to instant lordship,
tempts him with the Word of God.

He attacks the great imposter:
evil shall not win the day!
Ready now to serve his calling,
sets his face Jerusalem way.

When our turn comes to be tempted,
as we meet each vital choice,
make us wise and make us willing,
Lord of life, to heed your voice.
Words: Bernard Arthur Braley, reproduced with permission under CCLI License # 22260685, all rights reserved.

Message Jesus: Encounter with temptation
Song When we are tested and wrestle alone

1 When we are tested and wrestle alone,
famished for bread when the world offers stone,
nourish us, God, by your word and your way,
food that sustains us by night and by day.

2 When in the desert we cry for relief,
pleading for paths marked by certain belief,
lift us to love you beyond sign and test,
trusting your presence, our only true rest.

3 When we are tempted to barter our souls,
trading the truth for the power to control,
teach us to worship and praise only you,
seeking your will in the work that we do.

4 When we have struggled and searched through the night,
sorting and sifting the wrong from the right, Bowl brought forward
Savior, surround us with circles of care,
angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer.
Words © 1996 Hope Publishing Company Daniel Charles Damon, Ruth Duck. Reproduced with permission under CCLI License # 22260685, all rights reserved.

MC: Offering and prayer Between lectern and table
Too often, we give into the temptation to keep everything for ourselves. But you would have us notice those who hunger for hope, as well as bread; those who are caught in the injustices of the world; those who struggle to find themselves. And in noticing, we become generous and loving, through envelopes in the bowl or electronically, and through our living, even as we have been graced by our Brother and Savior, Jesus, in  whose name we pray. Amen.
(Source: Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies)
MC: Notices
Lent Event Week 1 video https://vimeo.com/1139896841?fl=pl&fe=sh 
MC: Prayers of the People
Gracious God, as the disciples brought others to Jesus
that he might lay his hands upon their lives and bless them,
we offer our loving prayers for the people we bring to you now.
And, like the disciples, we bring ourselves as well.
We come to you who is love, and thus able to do so much more than we can imagine,
we bring to you the situations and struggles that affect us and those we love, and our neighbours everywhere. We pray today for a world so often in turmoil,
caught up in fear or war, oppression or injustice,
the neglect of the vulnerable, and of creation.
May we learn how best to use the freedom we have been given
to serve you and to make common cause with all who seek the wellbeing of others.
We pray for people in positions of influence, that they seek the common good.
May we have the wisdom to nurture what is good and guard against what is harmful.
We pray for all who advance knowledge and extend the frontiers of science, thanking you for the many benefits we enjoy as a result.
God only wise, may knowledge be used for good alone.
May we return often to the well-spring of wisdom,
that we may share what you have given us to drink with a thirsty world.
May we renew our faith and trust in, and commitment to, your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.
Glory be to you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
One God, now and for always. Amen
MC: Lord’s Prayer
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us say the Lord’s
Prayer together. 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen. 

MC: Song Seek ye first the Kingdom of God  TIS 745
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness,
and all these things
shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, allelu, alleluia.

Ask and it shall be given unto you,
seek and you shall find,
knock and it shall be
opened unto you. 
Allelu, alleluia 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, allelu, alleluia.

We shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word
that proceeds
from the mouth of the Lord. 
Allelu, alleluia.
 Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, allelu, alleluia.
Karen Lafferty. Reproduced with permission under CCLI License # 22260685, all rights reserved.

AB: Commissioning  Front of table
AB: Blessing song: 
May the peace of the Lord be with you
and stay with you all of your days.
May you walk in the path of righteousness and grace
with trust in your heart.
May love be your highest calling.
May hope be your anchor and strength.
May your faith ever grow,
may your cup overflow
as you live in the life of our God.
May your faith ever grow,
may your cup overflow
as you live in the life of God.
Copyright: Words and music: Alison Campbell Rate © 2018 Reproduced with permission under CCLI License # 22260685, all rights reserved.
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