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ALL AT LECTERN UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN. 
Sing-through: 9:30, ends at 9:50 Pre-service music 
10.00am Red light displayed: Intro video plays 
J.S. Welcome behind table
Good morning! Welcome to you, old friends and new, young and old,
friends from near and far. You are an essential part of our celebration
of the baptism of Jesus today. Whether today is your first or your
thousandth Sunday in our midst, we are stronger because you are
with us. We are one people of many beliefs, many origins,
sexualities, and genders. We are all growing, all learning, all loved.
Just as you are, you are welcome here.
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J.S.Acknowledgement –
As we meet to worship today,
May the ripples of water extend to include all of God’s people
   We acknowledge the Kaurna people,
   the first inhabitants and custodians of this place
   from time beyond remembering.
We pay our respects to their elders,
   past, present and emerging.
We also remember and pay our respects
   to those who have faithfully worshipped
   and shared their gifts and lives with us at Morialta.
Let us pray that the God of love will continue to speak to us all.

J.S.Candle lighting – 
We light this candle as a symbol of the light of Christ, which cannot
be held back by distance, which shines in each one of us, no matter
where we are.
We open the Bible, God’s word for everyone
We pour the water to symbolise Christ’s baptism which we celebrate
today and to remember our own baptism. Thankyou for the gift of
baptism which cleanses us and renews our faith.

J.S. Call to Worship - Lectern
In this place wherever we are.
In this moment whatever time that is,
   we gather in God.
Come and whisper your name,
   already familiar on the lips of God
   and in the echoing silence
   listen as heaven celebrates its sound.
In this belonging place may we gather
   and make space to know God.

J.S. Prayer
Loving God,
As we go forward in a new year
   may we hear the movement in the kingdom,
   the turning of the page,
   shifting from one chapter to the next;                                          alive in its renewing each day
   for each day.
And may we trust
   that the companionship of faith
   of which we are all part
   is always moving, growing, evolving,
   through the freedom we give it
   as we bring your words
   into the world
   and let them respond in this world.
And may the invitation we accept
   to place your love within our neighbourhood
   invite the movement that is the Kingdom:
   alive in the world,
   engaged with the world,
   a Word for the world.
Amen

JS Song Let us build a house where love can dwell
Let us build a house where love can dwell
And all can safely live
A place where saints and children tell
How hearts learn to forgive                                                             Built of hopes and dreams and visions
Rock of faith and vault of grace
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions
All are welcome, all are welcome
All are welcome in this place
Let us build a house where prophets speak
And words are strong and true
Where all God's children dare to seek
To dream God's reign anew                                                                Here, the cross shall stand as witness
And the symbol of God's grace
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus
All are welcome, all are welcome
All are welcome in this place
Let us build a house where love is found
In water, wine, and wheat
A banquet hall on holy ground
Where peace and justice meet                                                            Here, the love of God through Jesus
Is revealed in time and space
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us
All are welcome, all are welcome
All are welcome in this place
Let us build a house where hands will reach
Beyond the wood and stone
To heal and strengthen, serve, and teach
And live the Word they've known                                                        Here the outcast and the stranger
Bears the image of God's face
Let us bring an end to fear and danger
All are welcome, all are welcome                                                     All are welcome in this place
Let us build a house where all are named
Their songs and visions heard
And loved and treasured taught and claimed
As words within the Word                                                                   Built of tears and cries and laughter
Prayers of faith and songs of grace
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter
All are welcome, all are welcome                                                            All are welcome in this place
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 J.S. Prayer of Confession
And as we pause here,
   may we draw breath
   as we seek the space
   to confess
   and let go of
   that which we can no longer hold,
   that hurts too much,
   that corrupts our relationships,
   that tarnishes our communities
   and seek that place
   where fresh starts are possible
   and blessed.
May that space be here
   and that time, now.
So be it. Amen.

And our words of Assurance:
For everyone who asks will receive;
   Everyone who seeks will find;
   and to everyone who knocks,
   the door will be opened.
Thanks be to God.
AB Intro to readings
CG Reading Acts 16:8-15
 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.
11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we travelled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district[a] of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.
13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.
CG Reading  Matthew 3:13-17 - The Baptism of Jesus
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ 15 But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’
CG Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                                  Thanks be to God
CG Song In water we grow TIS 494
In water we grow, secure in the womb, 
and speechlessly know love's safety and room.
Baptizing and blessing we publish for good
the freeing, caressing safe keeping of God.

In water we wash: the dirt of each day,
its trouble and rush are carried away.
In Christ re-created by love's cleansing art,
self-will and self-hatred dissolve and depart.

In water we dive, and cannot draw breath,
then surface alive, rebounding from death.
Our old self goes under, in Christ dead and drowned.
We rise, washed in wonder, by love clad and crowned.

In water we dwell, for by its deep flow
through bloodstream and cell, we live, think, and grow.
Praise God, love outflowing, whose well of new birth
baptizes our knowing, and waters the earth.
Brian Arthur Wren Reproduced with permission CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved
AB and JES Message Tonga and the President’s conference                       Slides to follow
Song Video - What a beautiful name it is  In Tongan https://youtu.be/2a-VXa-x6B0?si=zb7p1lXg_FUz_3hr
Margaret Clogg brings bowl forward
J.S.Offering and prayer- Between table and lectern
Let us pray, For the blessings of this and all our days, we thank you,
gracious God. Accept, we pray, not just this money but also our lives
freely offered in gratitude for all you have done for us. Use them
both, in this place and wherever you might take us. Amen.

J.S.Notices

J.S. Prayers of the People  
Response 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

As we move forward into a new year, let us pray for people
everywhere and in every kind of need.
We pray for your church across the world and here at Morialta.  
May people of faith learn to live in harmony and mutual respect,
recognising our similarities and celebrating our differences.  May this
be the year when we keep our resolutions to be faithful in our
Christian lives, to let our love shine forth and to live less for
ourselves and more for others. Particularly, we pray for Jewish and Muslim people in Australia in this difficult time                               Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for all in authority, that this may be the year when they
achieve wisdom, mercy and respect for all humanity.  We pray that
new democracies which have emerged or are still struggling to
emerge may go forward in peace and fulfil the hopes of their
peoples. We pray for all who suffer indignity, deprivation, starvation,
fear or loss of freedom at the hands of others.  We pray that this be
the year when people who live with war may find peace and those
who suffer oppression may find freedom.  May lessons be learned by
all of us from the mistakes and misfortunes of the past year. In particular, we pray for Ukraine, Venezuela, Israel and Palestine, Sudan and the United States.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are without faith, hope or love. We pray for those
who are sick, desperate or bereaved and for those who care for them
and seek to bring them relief from their suffering. Give them the
strength and courage to carry on, and hope for the future.  We pray
especially for all those known to us who are in special need of our
prayers, and we remember them now in a moment of silence …
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Jesus Christ is the light of the world, a light which no darkness can
quench. You turn our darkness into light: 
in your light shall we see light.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us say the Lord’s
Prayer together. 
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen. 

JS Song Inspired by love and anger TIS 674
Inspired by love and anger, disturbed by need and pain,
Informed of God's own bias, we ask him once again:
"How long must some folk suffer? How long can few folk mind?
How long dare vain self-interest turn prayer and pity blind?"
From those forever victims of heartless human greed,
Their cruel plight composes a litany of need:
"Where are the fruits of justice? Where are the signs of peace?
When is the day when prisoners and dreams find their release?"
From those forever shackled to what their wealth can buy,
The fear of lost advantage provoke the bitter cry:
"Don't query our position! Don't criticise our wealth!
Don't mention those exploited by politics and stealth!"
To God, who through the prophets proclaimed a different age,
We offer earth's indifference, its agony and rage:
"When will the wronged by righted? When will the kingdom come?
When will the world be generous to all instead of some?"
God asks, "Who will go for me? Who will extend my reach?
And who, when few will listen, will prophesy and preach?
And who, when few bid welcome, will offer all they know?
And who, when few dare follow, will walk the road I show?"
Amused in someone's kitchen, asleep in someone's boat,
Attuned to what the ancients exposed, proclaimed and wrote,
A saviour without safety, a tradesman without tools
Has come to tip the balance with fishermen and fools.
Graham Maule, John L. Bell Reproduced with permission CCLI License #22260685, all rights reserved
Commissioning in front of table
Changing the world happens slowly, one person at a time.                                  You are baptised, you are the light of Christ,                                                        you are the hope of the world. Be all that you can be.
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face shine upon you,
The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.
People sit
Blessing song video  The Lord bless you, and keep you 
https://youtu.be/d48-qbcovVY?si=Z6T83gsmniOzVZl_
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