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From the Ministeros

Travelling with Jesus

In this issue of Vision, we get to hear the
travel stories of a number of people in our
congregation. Travel, holidays to new and
exotic places, seems to be a particular
favourite
Yet for many thousands of people, travel is
not something they want to do, but rather are
forced to do to escape wars, famine,
persecution or hardship. The television news
reminds us of this harsh reality every evening.

As people who seek to follow the example of
Jesus, we are on another journey as well.
This journey may cause us to move
physically, but more often it is a journey of the
heart. In John 14 v 6 Jesus is recorded as

D e eaKiest Christians were seen by others as

me mber s of iThe Way o
24v14). Understood in this light, following
Jesus as The Way is less about systems,
programmes and religious activities and more
about how closely we follow and are
transformed by Jesusbd
renewed values influence our relationships.

pastwamrel dfoorpeuvosp | fef i r st

| am reminded of a stanza, from a poem, by
Robert Frost (The Road not Taken):

ATwo roads diverged in

| took the one less travelled by,

And t hat has made all

I reckon this less travelled road is like us
choosing to follow the Jesus way. This is a
road not chosen by some, because of fear of

. o the unknown, or because it j ore difficult
saying il am th e way, thtanho‘ta‘ner\tNaryslf ‘f’o hoo%é]tﬁiiss :Te}ssﬁtrgvell d
We often hear about how Jesus is the truth road makes for a jourp of risk sacrit;ces
and the life, but how and dis o?n?or\’, Dut leoqir?e th\gtaCXnomakeH

do we follow in the way?

We follow in the way, by following Jesus i the
road of discipleship.

In Jesusod6s ti me, t he
was that a disciple followed close enough to
be walking in the clouds of dust kicked up by
the person they were following. Our following
of Jesus means that we are affected by the
impact he makes i by his actions; his
perdpective; his relationships; his teaching.
The concept of what it means to be a
Christian i a follower of Christ i was so tied
up with this picture of discipleship that the

for immeasurable joy and unparalleled peace.
Any journey makes us see and act in new
ways as our perspective of the world
changes. Similarly, our journe of
Gitipidsitip? tpart&fl/arlyd 4sS Gid Pile® Th
relationship with our church community and
beyond, will change our understanding of God
and ourselves, and will influence our action in
the world.

Ma 'y we al ways know

wherever our journey may take us.

(Reverend) Steve Thompson
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Morialta Uniting Church

Celebrating 140 years of faithful worship in our current building

and 25 years as Morialta Uniting Church in 2015.
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Christmas in another culture

Have you ever enjoyed Christmas in another
country or culture? Why not write a paragraph
for the December Vision telling us the TWO
most significant things you enjoyed, or found
interesting, or that tickled your fancy?

Contributions  will be published in the
December Vision and will
need to be submitted by 1°
December, please.

Colin Cargill (Editor) and
John Powers (Acting
Editor of December
Vision)

Mighty Magill Christmas Market|
Saturday 21st November
9.00am A 3.00pm
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Home-made Cakes
Books & Plants
Christmas Gourmet
Goodies

Bric -a-Brac

Gift Boxes & Jars of Love
Come-Again Boutique
Christmas Gifts & Crafts
Sausage Sizzle
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Chairperson writes..

Many of us are mobile.

We are in the fortunate position to travel, or, reflect on
memories that were created when we enjoyed time in
different, often exotic places.

Anne and | have recently returned from five weeks away.
We travelled to Europe and the United Kingdom with
Christine and John Secombe. Everything was wonderful.
The sights, the people, the food and the company of friends
conspired to create many memorable occasions.

However, there is one experience that | wish to call upon
now. We were visiting a parish church in Cornwall looking for
family connections when we had the opportunity to talk with a
local.

The church, it transpired, was by any measure in decline.
The number in the congregation was low and the profile was
aged. The vicar was shared with a number of other
congregations in the area, but, still there was a joy in the
personds interaction. A
reflected in the care that was obviously taken with the
buildings and surrounds and the way we talked.

Of course, my thoughts turned to home and Morialta. The
anchor that the love, care and faithful witness of this amazing
community expresses is a wonderful support for us all
whether we are absent because of travel, or some other
reason.

As we look towards the celebration of our 140 years it is
important for us all to share in the future of our community of
faith whatever that future may be!

Bruce

Church Council Repor

sense

Over the past two months Church Council has approved the considered unnecessary to alter her hours of work however her
proposal for the church to allocate 2% of its income annually to  workload will be monitored and should it be necessary to
Mori alta Parish Foundati on ascorsidefl @i varance dn hours de€zomméndaviond &ill bele o p | «
in the fAdreamingd sessions hapgr essueggrgteesd efdo rt h@htu rac hfi sGonuknicni g gfsu ndde
be commenced for major renovations or repairs to church

buildings. This long term provision will involve approximately
$4,000 being allocated annually.

The Managers of the Foundation were also appointed as
follows: John Powers (Chairperson), Rob Cheel (Executive

Following advice from Magill Inter-Church Council regarding
the proposal to allocate Pastoral Care Workers to individual
churches in the new year, Church Council agreed to take
responsibility for the Youth Education Centre within the
Adelaide Youth Training Centre (Cavan) for a period of 12

Manager), John Beard, Margaret Cargill, Anne Ind and Neville
Clarke, Managers.

Hel enads contract as Office
a further 12 months. Following discussion with Helena it was

months. Our funding to Magill Inter-Church Council will
continue unchanged.

Coordi had renewed |[for

John Powers

nator been

Future Mission Review Dreaming

At the Meeting of the Congregation on
30™ August 2015 the report from the
Dreaming Group was presented and the
meeting was advised that Church Council
would meet in October to plan and
identify themes and activities generated
in the dreaming process. Several
suggestions have already been actioned
including open/welcome flags, sinking
fund, cost structure of funerals etc. and
many more are in the process of
implementation. It should also be noted
that many items may be actioned by the
various Ministry teams without reference
to Church Council.

Our Vision statement invites us to be

called and enabl ed
people of integrity and justice, who
encourage and renew hope, nourish

growth in Christ, express compassion
and love, and embody joy, openness and
generosity. The vision calls us forward so
that God's life giving love will be seen and
known in each other, in the local
community, and in the world.

With this in mind Council has decided to
commence investigation of three projects
immediately which relate to different
aspects of our Vision and have identified
people to be approached to examine the
viability and possibility of changing these
dreams into reality.

The three projects are:

 Memorial Wall i the Memorial Wall
committee will look into the protocols,
costing, etc. of developing a memorial
wall on the eastern side of the church
and re-developing the garden area in
the courtyard.

1§ Selling £llgge Dr'g% student; housei
the College Drive committee will
investigate the feasibility of selling the
College Drive house and using the
funds to re-develop the student house
in Chapel Street. Providing student
housing in the future was seen as a
priority in our mission.

il Developing further programs within the
Community Centre i the Community
Centre committee will liaise with the
Community Centre Mission Ministry
team in developing a series of short
term activities to re-invigorate our
program with the wider community.

You will be advised of the progress of
these and other projects emanating from
the dreaming process. Should you have
ideas or suggestions regarding these
projects please contact any member of
Church Council i they will be pleased to
hear from you.

be John Powers

Council Secretary
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Rose Window - Basilica Santa Maria del Mar

This amazingly beautiful stained glass Rose Window can be found in the Basilica Santa
Maria del Mar in Barcelona, which Margaret Cargill visited in 2013. A number of people
commented on the photograph after Margaret used it in our service on 4" October.

A Christian necropolis predated the church on this site where St Eulalia, a martyr, was
probably buried in 303 A.D. It is also thought to have been the site of a chapel known
as Santa Maria de Les Arenes i St Mary of the Sea Sands. By the end of the seventh
century, the existing structure was already
known as fiSanta Mari a

workshops for artisans and craftsmen.

The last circular keystone in the building was put in place on 3™ November 1383 and
ar ms.

bears the cityds <coat of

nei ghbourhood i s
Seashore-), but back then it was known as | =
Vilanova, an important ship-building and import-export trade centre known for its |

c athd ‘\

The curr?!

bishop of Barcelona, on 15 August 1384. A fire, which burned for 11 days in July 1936, »

destroyed much of the building including the magnificent baroque altar, as well as all the
images and historical archives. Only the walls, columns and a few of the stained glassg
windows on the upper level were spared. Restoration in recent years has further G

emphasized its elegant and sober Gothic style.

The Rose Window was finished in 1459 and is the work of Pere Joan and Andreu
Escuder. The glass was made by Antoni Lunyi from Toulouse (France).

Adapted from

"Wow! Its Swingl, From Gateways"

Vienna is a beautiful city famous for many major attractions
including music, history, architecture, Vienna Woods, Sacher
Torte and the list goes on. But there are also little hidden
gems and this was one of them.

In the 10 years we have been coming here we had never
noticed "it"* and it would not have meant much to us prior to
Swingli's name coming up at Gateways earlier this year in the
DVD Series, "A History of Christianity" by Diarmaid
MacCulloch. Ulrich Swingli (1484-1531) was discussed in
Episode 4 "The Reformation: The Individual before God."

We had been wandering in one of the oldest areas of the city
near the Alte Universitat (Old University, which dates back to
1365) and the Jesuiten Kirche, previously the Alte Universitat
Kirche (Old University Church) when we saw "it".

"It" was a small plaque saying that Ulrich Swingli had
attended the Alte Universitat in 1498/99 and 1500. This was a

surprise. We knew that he started the Reformation in
Switzerland but did not know of any connection with Vienna.
There is a suggestion in information from the internet that he
may have been expelled from the university in Vienna. After
studying in Vienna, he completed his tertiary studies in Basel,
Switzerland.

He is often called after Martin Luther and John Calvin "The
Third Man of the Reformation".

He was guided by a rationalist humanist education and a
reformed understanding of the Bible, rejecting literalist
interpretations of the Bible. One wonders if these views may
have led to a possible expulsion or whether his education in
Vienna contributed to his approach to the Bible.

The following are some of his major ideas of reform:
He attacked the custom of fasting during Lent.

He promoted clerical marriage.

He attacked the use of images in places of worship.

He promoted Social Justice, in particular he tirelessly
promoted assistance to the poor.

He denied that the communion bread and wine became the
actual body and blood of Jesus. Here he differed from
Luther. He is quoted as saying "Jesus ascended into
Heaven. He's sitting at the right hand of the Father, not on a
table in Zurich."

It is interesting to reflect on his education leading him to reject
literalist interpretations on the Bible. We could see his quote
about Jesus sitting at the right hand of the Father as literalist.
But perhaps he just had a good sense of humour? Just a
thought!

Helen Drew



http://www.santamariadelmarbarcelona.org/home/
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Reflections on emergency
relief appeals & what
comes next?

While the value of the nightly news film
clips of human disasters cannot be
underestimated in stimulating our
generosity, how much do they contribute
to long term solutions?

When the second terrorist bombings
occurred in Balii channel 9
ran the story using file footage of the
previous bombing of the Sari Club. Why 1
because the latest bombings were not
devastating enough? Were the scenes
too orderly to create drama and
excitement? Are we only provoked if we
see lots of fire and shattered buildings
and scenes strewn with human bodies?

o

In the aftermath of the Tsunami, film of
the carnage covered our screens nightly
T but priority was given to Australians
caught up in the tidal waves, then
Europeans and finally the locals who live
there. Buried beyond the headlines were
stories of miraculous survivals, heroic
efforts to save people, and the initial relief
effort. Fast forward to Syria, where
thousands of people are fleeing murder
and destruction, and we see the same
again. We can watch the drama unfold on
the nightly news and make judgements
from the isolation of our living room.
Young men joining the exodus are being
criticised for not staying to fight. But
imagine if you had lost everything 7 your
family, your mates, your home, your job,

your village, your local market, your
community, your identity papers i how do
you survive? What happens when you
are so vulnerable and exposed?

The dramatic footage shown on TV
screens across the world certainly
triggers an immediate and amazingly
generous response. However, does this
guarantee a long-term response? People
also need support as they deal with
donggrygermyssugsssuch as loss and grief,
and rebuilding homes, schools, hospitals
and essential services. While the
Balinese people received generous
assistance in the immediate aftermath of
the bombings, a generation of children
from farming communities have become
street kids in Kuta because their parents
could not pay school fees. Yet that was a
direct flow-on effect from loss of markets
for their produce until the tourists
returned. Aid did not cover this and now
the result is young men and women
selling drugs and their bodies to tourists.
While a direct appeal following a crisis is
important, organisations such as Uniting
World, Act for Peace, Oxfam and many
others need on-going support to assist
people to return to functioning
communities. It is also important to make
sure our money goes to organisations
that involve local people in decision
making, and we also need to lobby
Governments to increase aid for
developing long-term solutions.

In the Old Testament one of the basic
social justice themes is care for widows,
orphans and strangers or refugees.

When an alien resides with you in your
land, you shall not oppress the alien. The
alien who resides with you shall be to you
as the citizen among you; you shall love
the alien as yourself, for you were aliens
in the land of Egypt. | am the Lord your
God.

Leviticus 19:33-34

I n Leviticusods ti
through males so widows, orphans and
refugees missed out. Today that applies
to many people throughout Asia, Africa
and the Middle East i even without a
tsunami or terrorist bomb attack. The
marginalised now include families, single
men and women, as well as widows and
orphans.

I have never experienced real poverty,
and | have not suffered the wrath of
natur e, or even a

maybe | need to respond to my good
fortune, not by being critical of others, but
by being thankful. As Christians we are
called to respond generously, not just in
the immediate aftermath of a disaster, but
on a regular and on-going basis. Perhaps

me,

terr

this is one meaning of the phrase
Aistanding with the| pool
and the disadvantagledo.

is one of my most important challenges.

But the words of Micah can be my guide
T fWWhat does the Lord require of me: to
love mercy, to do justice, and to walk
humbly with my God. 0o

Colin Cargill

Pows for thought ...

Hello there.

Wallace has been worse than usual since my last report.

Anne and Bruce went away for a little over a month and
that meant that Wallace started to get quite worried. | think

he thought they wou

Anyway, he spent most of the time moping around the
house. If anyone came he got over excited and bounced

around.

Of course, | was able to settle him down most of the time,

but, he is a big baby!

Our friend Diane stayed in the house and fed us while
Anne and Bruce were away. | made her feel welcome by
staying around at night, but, Wallace could only think of
himself. As soon as he got fed he disappeared up to his

bed!

Anyway, Anne and Bruce are back and things are

returning to normal.

However, every now and then Wallace does put on that

pathetic 6hang dogb

| told you already,
you look lovely.

Now, just lie down
and relax.

|l dnot C

320 K2YSo

9 .
EXPressl Nowlie down!

Keely

Of course not. They only jus

anywhere else without us.

straight? We
for so long.
¢KIFdQa
to say. Are you
iKSe

stay?

Well OK, if
& 2 dzQNB
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We recently took our English friends to Coober Pedy. Well, when they emailed
us and said they we coming, we asked what they would like to do in the week
they were to be with us. Judith suggested Kangaroo Island, or, as a throw-away
line, Coober Pedy. Coober Pedy they said! So off we went. The name "Coober
Pedy" comes from the local Aboriginal term kupa-piti, which means "white man's
hole". Coober Pedy is renowned for its below-ground residences, called
"dugouts", which are built in this fashion due to the scorching daytime heat.

Now this trip was not on our fAbucket
What was amazing to me was the evidence of such ingenuity that was Coober
Pedy, which is 846 kilometres north of Adelaide on the Stuart Highway.

According to the 2011 census, its population was 1,695 (953 males, 742 fe-
males, including 275 indigenous Australians). The town is sometimes referred to
as the "opal capital of the world". Opal was found in Coober Pedy on 1 February
1915; since then the town has been supplying most of the world's gem-quality
opal, and with over seventy opal fields it is the largest opal mining area in the
world.

Now about that ingenuity!

the entrang

Her eds
Orthodox Church i underground.

One of the underground homes, that
took 3 women ten years to dig out!

o~

PR S A, Y :’J‘"ﬁ
Check outthe golfcourse i1 6 m
sure how much the green fees are!

The Anglican Church Communion
Table made from mining equipment.

So, iMaking doo. | remember when | wla
had to fimake doodo and perhaps | remem
those who had come to Coober Pedy ha
also being thankful for what you have. David Purling

Sophia

When we were in Istanbul earlier this year,
we visited the fabulous and breathtaking
Hagia Sophia. Its name more fully
elaborated is The Shrine of the Holy Wisdom
of God. Built quickly over just a few years, it
began its life in 537 CE as a Greek Orthodox
Church, continuing in this role for over 900
years. In 1453 the Ottoman Turks overran
Istanbul, and the Church was then converted
into a Mosque, and minarets were built at
each corner. It fulfilled this role for nearly
500 years until it finally was converted to a
Museum in 1935. Today it still stands,

nearly one thousand five hundred years
wondrous and

later, intact, imposing,
beautiful. Truly amazing!

Sophia is the phonetic spelling of the Greek
word for wisdom, and so this quality of
Wisdom, the perfect Wisdom of God, has
always carried a female connotation. While
we generally donot i
Apocrypha in our churches, the following
from the Book of the Wisdom of Solomon
illustrates this female perspective perfectly.
You may be interested to read on!

For wisdom is a reflection of eternal light, a
spotless mirror of the working of God, and
an image of his goodness. Although she is
but one, she can do all things, and while
remaining in herself, she renews all things;
in every generation she passes into holy
souls and makes them friends of God, and
prophets; for God loves nothing more than
the person who lives with wisdom.

She is more beautiful than the sun, and
excels every constellation of the stars.
Compared with the light, she is found to be
superior, for it is succeeded by the night, but
against wisdom evil does not prevail. She
reaches mightily from one end of the earth to
the other, and she orders all things well.
Wisdom of Solomon 7:26 1 8:1

Alison Lockett
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_Australians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dugout_(shelter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelaide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuart_Highway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_Australians
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Celebrating
our Singers!

iMet hodi sm was born in
Wesley were written in 1738 as part of the preface of the first
Methodist Hymn Book. Magill Church was part of the Methodist
Church, and has had an enthusiastic choir from the earliest
years

Recently The Morialta Singers, who have presented us with
choral music over many years, have decided to disband.

Already we are missing the weekly appearance of the choir,
and wish to express our thanks to every member, past and
present for their most valuable contribution.

The Morialta Singers, under the leadership of Alison Lockett
and Pam Johnson, regularly contributed choral works on
Sunday mornings. The size of this group has fluctuated over
time, with some members retiring after many years of service,
and others leaving because of ill health. And it is with sadness
that we mention the passing of Don Bennier and Kevin Nash
while they were still involved in the choir.

Many names come to mind when thinking of choir members
past and present. There are too many to even start to mention
T many singers were accomplished soloists and enjoyed the
privilege of adding their talents to works being performed.

Pam Johnson, Don Bennier, David Lockett and Jey Edwin were
regular accompanists in more recent times, along with Eunice
and Gil Sullivan and Anne Ind.

I will not even try to mention individual singers and their
unstinting service. We can only say to ALL of them throughout
the history of Magill/Morialta, a heartfelt thank you for enabling
sacred choral music to be heard, presented with such
enthusiasm, expertise and yes, love. This great contribution
over the years will not be forgotten, an effort given with such
fervour and willingness is never wasted.

songo.

These wor ds of Charl es

Choir members are inordinately faithful in attending practices i
they enjoy a certain fellowship and companionship i but most
of all; they each realize the joy and empowerment of singing,
and the feeling of awe when re-creating works composed for
worship. The excitement of being in a group of singers, each
giving of their heart and voice, and the exultation felt as the
sound of harmony totally surrounds them is something that
needs to be experienced to be realized.

Cynthia Story
Many people have been asking
choir?d Three quarters of us

you are not always in good voice! Although we still enjoy the
musical side of the church service, we have been in various
choirs for most of our lives.

For a long time Magill, then Morialta, has enjoyed a splendid
group of singers, soloists, organists and conductors. Who
remembers the likes of Ilvy Evans (nee Gruvell), Elsa and
Robert Nankivell, Brenda Waters, David Brooks and many
others from the Brooks family, the Storey family (including
mother, father and Cynthia), Kel and Pam Johnson, David and
Alison Lockett and many more? During our time together we
have performed cantatas, oratorios and carol services. At one
time we had 5 organists and several conductors.

I have been singing for over 70 years 1 13 at Payneham and 58
at Magill. There is nothing like being in the front row of the choir
with the voices of 4 part harmonies, during a performance such
as the Messiah, surrounding you. | am sure many of our singers
have felt the same thrill. We all hope something will take its
place but we cannot turn back time. Thank you for the privilege
of serving in this way.

Margaret Boundy

ar

STEPPING THROUGH THE ARCHIVES

LOOKING FOR THE CHOIR o-:
6éand what did &N, g

November 1941
Win Lillywhite writes about the choir: (Almost five pages, so |
have chosen just one paragraph!)

g 2

?

AfOne of my earliest recoll ect
organ in the church. It was before the transepts were built and
the organ and choir gallery occupied the space just inside the
front door. It was thus at the opposite end of the church from
the pulpit, and behind the congregation. At this time our church
was filled with worshippers, every sitting was let, so when
some newcomers arrived mother suggested that we give up
our family pew to them and sit just where we could. Some of
us, tiny tots, sat on the steps of the choir gallery. This is why |

remember seeing my father at the organ, Miss Turbill singing
with the sopranos, and hearing Mr Piercy singing the solo in

Ear o. |
this | heard

Thine
after

remem
o f

Ailncline
shortly

Lorraine Powers
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