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THE CHURCH | LOVE

I love the church because it is not perfect! By

transformation of communities. While |
cherish those days and have internalised

much of the wisdom, loving this expression is

definition love means loving that which is al so fAin spite ofo t
imperfect. As with all communities we are €xpectations.

made up of flawed human beings, of saints  pq g expression of the church | love is
and/or sinners! Yet when bound together & tLE | ATENT CHURCH. While | have some
th_e graceful community caring for all in the mi s g i v i n g s na ming this
wider world, we too may evol_<e the response it is rr e
of those | °°k.' ng on at h&g%rﬁuneﬁlﬁarel'ies&l\}éBfﬁrBedanH 0
how these Christians | Q¥&inffads I\ﬁ’aﬁy(hg réflbct manifest
The church | love is first of all THE HISTORIC ~ Christlikeness although they may not profess
CHURCH 1 its denominational expression. faith in Jesus as the Christ. These
Born into the Congregational stream, | stil ficol l eagueso take form
cherish its dissenting, democratic and liberal ~Marginalised people and address causes of
traditions! But now | love the Uniting Church ~ inequality and injustice. | cherish the times
with its conciliar polity and its emphasis on ~ When this expression has been part of my
mission by becoming a leavening presence €xperience: the

fiin Australiao. Ha v i nlgwisha | cgranugity

participatory contemporary worship and  (including  Auschwitz

music, | still retain a love for the best of survivors) and others

classical church music and hymnody with its ~Who supported — our

rich theological poetry (although it requires mMinistry with

decoding for present sensibilities!). | love the homeless —and §

other fAcored activit iiggoverished pepplet t

Biblical witness; being a caring fellowship of
faith, hope and love; living the commission to
bring reconciliation into the world. Yet there is
always a tension - between those wanting to
hang on to tradition and be "ministered unto"
and those who give priority to "ministering to
others" and advocate change. While there is
a legitimate conserving of traditions there is
often an undue emphasis on preserving the
past, which only hinders the call to care for
those who live beyond the borders of the
churchés own

Another expression of the church | love, | call
THE MOVEMENTAL CHURCH representing
those who passionately desire the church to
be in the forefront of social change to fulfil its
calling. These are those who live beyond
personal fulfilment. They often have
difficulties with the formal "structures". |
experienced this expression when Janeen
and | were members of the Order
Ecumenical. Then we reworked the vows of
poverty (i.e. detachment), chastity (i.e. living
intentionally) and obedience (i.e. not to a
superior but to the common mission) i all for
the sake of social justice and the

membershiﬁ)]

in Bondi Beach; many
| have worked with in
the Aboriginal
Reconciliation
movement; people not
of our church who are
active with programs
of the Effective Living
Centre.

There

Picture outside
chapel by the sea
at Bondi Beach

are moments when all three
expressions have come together. | remember
e Palm Sunday Peace Rallies when
churches marched with political activists and
people of other faiths for a common cause.
Yet experience tells me that each expression
can be positively challenging to the others:
the movemental church needling the
institutional church to live in the present; the
latent church reminding all that visions of a
new world can transcend boundaries; the
historic church retelling the story of the man
from Nazareth as a living example of how
God is alive and well in the 21 century.

Jonathan Barker

Morialta UC Website & Facebook!

Have you checked out the Morialta
website www.morialtauca.org.au lately?
Take a look at all the information about
our activities, news and more! Contact
Helena or John Secombe if you have
comments or suggestions for additions or
changes to the website.

We also have a Facebook page! This is
in its early days, and is maintained by
Matthew Mackenzie. If you are on
Facebook yourself, why not like our
page! Suggestions for other items to go
up on Facebook always welcome!

wh €

he
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From our Chai
We are told that t h
alumni 6 popul ated

Boomers who can no longer see any
relevance in the <ch
them, but | pray they can find a way back
to places like Morialta, where their
guestions might be shared and their lives
valued.

Morialta is my spiritual home. Just one

rpersoneée

®hile | jars ingolved uiny ether pogitivay
organisatiomad puksUits, \Bhichy aflow me to
exercise community service and interact
with goesitive [peoplea thedet is moseeta i
than that. The permission | feel to
explore the boundaries of my Faith, as |
journey in this incredible thing called Life,
through Worship and discussion, has
resulted in a deeper understanding of The
Divine and the world we are called to care

that h am able to experience the positive
impact of the teachings of Jesus.

I donot think Mori
Ther% are things the congregation and
community could be better at, but
generally there is a desire to strive for
positive outcomes.

think the same, but, | hope that we all feel
permission to express our diverse ideas

small example of this is when we travel. |
look forward to the messages from friends
within the congregation as much as those
received from our family.

for.

It is through the people, both lay and
ordained, and the examples they provide,

in a safe environment as together we
undertake our own Faith Journey.

Bruce Ind

al t a

David Purli Musi ng

Here we are on the upside from Down Under. A couple of our
friends picked us up and we drove to Hurley, where we went for
a walk along the River Thames.

ngos

It was a lovely day
and we came across
a couple of families
- swimming along so
~__gracefully. Well no,
“they weren
families, but two
pairs of geese with
their goslings.

| was acutely aware
of our church family
here in Aylesbury
(and the one back home at Morialta). We seemed to be able to
pick up where we left off, as it were. We knew we belonged.

wh?_thert |s jde Qf

the world, or he other,
we are in the
fellowship of our¢
Church family. In the
few days we have
been here, as well as
catching up with
friends (who tell us we
havenot <cha
we have been able to
$énd Ritenam the
Cot swol ds,

enjoyi
friend we are staying with took us to Dockey Woods to see the

ng Engl andds

bluebells, which would be finishing soon. What a wonderful
experience to be able to walk through masses of bluebells (on
the carefully made paths).

So love to you all,

Judith and David

Is Morialta a Covenanting Congregation?
Compiled by the Social Justice Team using material from the
Assembly website

Jonathan Barker asked this question of the congregation at the
beginning of Reconciliation Week and received a rather
stunned and mixed response. The considered answer is also a
little mixed.

Morialta is a Covenanting Congregation in spirit, but we have
not formally entered into a covenant with the United Aboriginal
and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC).

When Rev Denise Champion preached at Morialta on
Covenanting Sunday in January 2011, she challenged Morialta
to become a Covenanting Congregation and we took up the
challenge.

The Social Justice Mission Ministry Team (SIJMMT) organised
for a group from Morialta to visit the UAICC in Salisbury for
worship and to share a meal together, and members of UAICC
made a return visit to Morialta.

However, although the process was never formalised, Morialta
is committed to standing in solidarity and supporting our
Indigenous sisters and brothers. We have acknowledged and
we take seriously the Covenanting Statement made between
the Uniting Church and the UAICC on 10" July 1994. The full
wording of this Covenant Statement can be found on the
Assembly Website (click on Community Outreach and then
Covenanting).

In this statement the UCA commits itself to the special
relationship of Covenant with God and one another, a
Covenant into which the first and second peoples are called
together. It is in this God-inspired relationship that healing and
sacred kinship may become possible.

As part of our on-going Covenant and support for Indigenous
peoples, Morialta has signed up as a supporter of the
Recognise Campaign and we have contributed both time and
money to this campaign. We have also supported the UAICC in
several campaigns seeking justice and services for Indigenous
peopl e. The o6l etter writing
the State Minister of Health to provide access for people from
the APY Lands to Alice Springs Hospital for dialysis was an
example. Morialta has also promoted and worked for
reconciliation over many years and our members have
participated in Sorry Day events in the East Parklands. Our
decision to acknowledge that we worship on Kaurna Land prior
to Sunday services, meetings and other events is part of our on
-going commitment to Reconciliation.

q

Covenanting is about being disciples in Australia and
understanding that God was revealing God-self to First Peoples
before Europeans arrived. In sharing stories, First and Second
Peoples can be strengthened in faith by learning the sacred
stories that give communities identity. As we listen deeply, we
|l earn to appreciate Goddbés wor

Covenanting can lead us to a deeper understanding of who we
are in this land. It can lead us to a new relationship with God
and each other, and make real the call to love your neighbour
and work with God in overcoming injustice and indifference.

and
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Refugee Week 9 19th to 25th June
Just who is a refugee?

From Refugee Council and Refugee Week Resources i
compiled by the Editor

For many years, Australian politicians and other public figures
have debated whether or not asylum seekers reaching Australia
by boat have serious claims for refugee protection or are merely
6economi c migrantsa©o. To
Council of Australia analysed Australian Government statistics
about visa outcomes for boat arrivals from 1976 to 30 June
2015. They found that 81% of those who arrived by boat
seeking asylum in Australia were found to be refugees.

In more legal terms, any person who is genuinely afraid of
being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is
outside the country of their nationality and is unable, or is
unwilling (because of fear) to avail themselves of the protection
of that country, is a refugee.

The important parts of this definition are:
The person has to be outside their country of origin;

The reason for their flight has to be a fear of persecution;

an s wed impbrhit distin

This fear of persecution has to be well founded (i.e. they must
have experienced it or be likely to experience it if they return);

The persecution has to result from one or more of the five
grounds |isted in the defi

They have to be unwilling or unable to seek the protection of
their country.

The terms 6refugeeod, 6asyl um

ef

used interchangeably, particularly in the medja. However, there
hang Eg b Y R uge

In€ iR their Afinitiond. N

A migrant is someone who chooses to leave their country to
seek a better life. They choose where they migrate to and they
are able to return whenever they like.

A Refugee is forced to flee from their country and cannot return
unless the situation that forced them to leave improves. Some
are forced to flee without any warning; many have experienced
torture and trauma. The motivating factor for refugees is safety
and protection from persecution and human rights abuse, not
economic advantage. Just because they may be able to afford
airfares to help them escape, does not make them economic
migrants.

An asylum seeker is a person who is seeking protection as a
refugee and is still waiting to have their claim assessed. Every
refugee has at some point been an asylum seeker.

Reconciliation Processes

in Indigenous Contexts
From South Australian Council of Churches

Candace Champion, a member of the Uniting Church
and the United Aboriginal and Islander Christian
Congress of SA, participated in the World Council of

R
21

Churches Conference
I ndigenous Contextso in
June. The conference expl
Heal ingd and AReconciliati
hosted by the Sami Church Council (Church of Norway).
Candice is one of many inspiring young adult leaders in
the Uniting Church and Congress and it was a great
opportunity for her to attend this important gathering.

on n

(¢

Reconciliation

True security i s
economy, on strong public health and education programs, and
on fundamental respect for our common humanity.
Development, peace, disarmament, reconciliation and justice
are not separate from security; they help to underpin it.

Ban Ki-moon (UN Secretary General)

There should be an honest attempt at the reconciliation of
differences before resorting to combat.

Jimmy Carter (US President 1977-81)

b a s e dn e thriving eReqoncibafon requiees dhanges of heart and spirit, as well as

social and economic change.
practical action.

Malcolm Fraser (Australian Prime Minister 1975-83)

It requires symbolic as well as

We are all one - or at least we should be - and it is our job, our
duty, and our great challenge to fight the voices of division and
seek the salve of reconciliation.

Roy Barnes (US Author and Politician)

S
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CHOICES

Art Circle Is a mutually supportive group
working at all levels. The group meets every
Friday, 9.30-11.30am. Bring your own
materials, artwork to continue or start
something new. Cost $2 per session. For
more information contact Alison Lockett.

Chat o
Join us for
coffee, tea and conversation in the foyer, from

Our AfCof fee and
each Friday morning in the foyer.

10.30ami 1 1. 30am. Perhaps
a knitting or sewing project to work on while you
are there. Your company will help to brighten the

@
morning of those who come to socialise! If you

need transport, please contact Helena in the office.

When spring is in the air there are plans to
organise a bus trip into the hills to enjoy

the scenery and also share lunch at a café. \
Watch out for further information in the \
news sheet.

Do you enjoy card games or board
games? Perhaps you
playing with other like-minded people?

aMaybe ypu;cpull degrp spme new games

or share your skills with others. Watch

0;

out for information in the news sheet.
to bring

Al 1 AChoicesodo activit
church and wider community & spread the word to

your friends and neighbours and invite them along!

our

rond

red
on

a
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Wh at MUC means to useée

I n the |l ast edition of Vision we were invited to suf
Hugh Mackay, less than ten percent of Australians attend church, so we must have a reason to buck the trend!

Since no-one felt able to provide a longer article on the topic, we were then invited to submit five words or short
phrases that describe AWhat Mo r -iaaslightha different qudstiorny theCdnswers to
which may provide some sort of snapshot of what people think within our church.

The answers received are summarised in the illustration below, where larger words represent words that cropped
up more often in the responses we received. We think that you will agree that some of the most frequently used

words such as fAcaringd and Acommunityo came as no s
ltés interesting to also |l ook at which words we mig
appear at all.

Thanks to all who responded (around 40 in total). Overall, although this is a fairly simple investigation, we think this
reflects fairly well on what Morialta is doing and providing for those who attend. It would be interesting to know how

those outside the church view us!

CONTTION VRS
f FM‘HMlI\'

SE= 600> GOP o

e SUPRORT SERMONS exouRacee

- wlweh\’mﬂiamcms v -

&Etjaﬁ%%fﬂ”ﬁ“i"gagﬁg‘;ﬁémﬁggunchF RIENDS
peopié = omortonry=COMMUNITY

(an ~=U¢(JORShIP

F(llO(DShI -

== i | U0 s

WIVLTOT:  milghIRGl  PROGRSSHA TIRDLOGY
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ht

SRl UK
More on why can't remember a single one of them. So | one of those meals. But | do know this:-
a0 e @ relh think I'm wasting my time and the They all nourished me and gave me the

ministers are wasting theirs by givin
From an anonymous source i Rttt 9 y giving strength | needed to do my work. If my
submitted by Elizabeth Pleass : wife had not given me these meals, |
This started a real controversy in the would be physically dead today. Likewise,
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor “"Letters to the Editor" column. Much to if | had not gone to Church for
of a newspaper and complained that it the delight of the editor, it went on for nourishment, | would be spiritually dead
made no sense to go to Church every weeks until someone wrote this clincher:- today."

Sunday. "I've been married for 30 years now. In When you are "down" to nothing, God is
ildve gone for 30 hatatime my ovie® has hoekedwsomet @p to something! Faith sees the invisible,
"and in that time | have heard something 32,000 meals. But for the life of me, | believes the incredible and receives the
like 3,000 sermons but for the life of me, | cannot recall the entire menu for a single impossible!

Why we are Uniting Church The next day, she asked each student to The 3rd child said, "I'm Roman Catholic,
come forward and share the symbol with and this is my Mom's rosary."

the class. The 4th child said, "I'm Greek Orthodox,
Wlh”e teacthlngh Ch”?(re(;‘h abciu'él "‘;qu The 1st child sald 'I'm Muslim, and this is and this is an icon of my patron saint."
religions, a teacher asked her students t0 v praver ru . o .
bring a symbol of their family's faith to ypray g e . . The 5.th.Ch'|d said, "I'm _Unl}lng Church
class. The 2nd child said, "I'm Jewish, and this and this is my casserole dish.

is my family's menorah."

8 symbols of our faith

4

urpr

e
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Meet the author: Rev Dr Lorraine Parkinson

A u t h oThe wofld aécording to Jesusd0  a WMalle dn Eartho

On Sunday May 2" Mor i al t a6s Gateways
Lorraine Parkinson to enable people in Adelaide to hear and
react to this thought provoking author. Gateways had already

studi ed AThe wor | d according
foll owed by her | at esit hobh Gaspel
writers created the Christo.

Lorraine commenced the discussion by relating how the books
came to be. During the last year of her preaching, she made a
decision not to follow the lectionary but instead to pursue Christ
the Saviour. This was by no means an easy task as it brought
up new and different ways of seeing Christianity. She realised
that for centuries, as far back as the Christian Crusaders,
Governments have been able to use the traditional Christian
philosophy to enforce laws.

One of her key arguments is that each gospel was written to
make a distinct case for Jesus as the Christ. She presented
detailed evidence that the Christ of the gospels is the creation
of Mark, Matthew, Luke and John, plus later editors. By
including teachings of Jesus alongside claims for him as Christ,
gospel writers bequeathed to Christianity two contradictory
gospels i the gospel of Jesus and the gospel about Jesus.

Lorraine asked the question: Did Jesus expect a perfect world?
The first thing Jesus taught was how to be the best we can i
being the best we can may not make for a perfect world, but it
provides a greater chance for improving the world.

Some words from The Beatitudes that Lorraine redefined
included:

Poor = humble in mind;

Meek = to resist oppression non-violently;
Merciful = to show empathy;

Pure in heart = having commitment;
Peace makers = ability to forgive the past;

Persecuted = overcome fear and follow Jesus.
(For example have open discussions on asylum seekers.)

In Loraineds opinion the rise
Jesus as he was a Jew and a teacher of the Law of Moses.
However, Lorraine is certain that the church can remain
confident that the ASer mon on t

of

he

The final points that Lorraine left us with were:

&t i Behne eh?ls? ﬁel?eid(i.eﬁh% Yiea B Messiah i saving the

Jews by fighting as soldiers of Christ), the Saviour, and

aton[ement. . .

0 Jesuso, whi ch has been
Getvria df elewishncont&napt (itehblaming Jews for Jesus death)
i ideas that led to acceptance of Hitler's way. We need to
remember that Jesus was and remained a Jew.

Liberate ourselves from Patriarchy.

The final message was that we should choose to follow the
teaching of Jesus, not what was written ABOUT Jesus. We
need to remember that what was written about Jesus was
written with the Torah open beside the writer, as he composed
stories to fulfil the predictions relating to the Messiah.

The key thesis of fiMade on Eartho
E Hunt (Founding Director. Centre for Progressive Religious

Thought and Immediate Past Chair, Common Dreams
Conference)i iMade on Eartho is a book
to see and understand how the Way of Jesus with its emphasis
on this world, was wrong-f oot ed i nto fi xati
the next world. There is no bigger challenge to Christianity
today than to rid itself of this fixation and from creedal
adherence to the worldview that shaped it. In this book Lorraine
Parkinson provides us with the perfect follow-up to her previous
work, The World According to Jesus: his blueprint for the best
possi bl e 0

on [

worl d. o

The Common Dreams Conference &
BRISBANE 16 - 19 September 2016

Common Dreams is an alliance of Australian and New
Zealand kindred organisations. It promotes the study,
discussion and implementation of the thoughts and actions of
Progressive Christian groups, as well as other progressive
religious streams.

The theme of the 2016 conference is Progressive Spirituality:

New Directions . The program will take participants through a
broad spectrum of topics exploring what it means to be
6spiritual 6 in contemporary t

Eminent international writers, researchers and scholars include
Dr Diana Butler Bass and Professor Pamela Eisenbaum. Well
known Australian theologian Dr Val Webb, Michael Morwill,
Rev Jana Norman and others, will also be participating. They
will deliver major public addresses and explore aspects of
contemporary progressive spirituality including indigenous and
inter-faith expressions of spirituality. Rev Dr David Felten, Co-
founder of Living the Questions and an acclaimed speaker at
the third Common Dreams Conference in 2013, will also
feature. A strong team of Australian and New Zealand speakers
will present lectures and workshops.

For the first time, a special program for emerging generations,
aimed at GenYs and Millennials, will be held concurrently with
the main program on the Saturday afternoon of the
conference.

A pre-conference seminar T Introduction to Progressive
Religion and Common Dreams i will be offered on the Friday
afternoon and is open to all. This will be of particular interest to
those who are at an early stage of their progressive journey, or
who have not attended earlier conferences and wish to learn
more about Common Dreams.

Each morning will begin with an optional period
of Reflsctions in the Somerville House Chapel led by Rev Jana
Norman.

Artist in Residence, Alexandra Sangster, along with others, will
give a commentary on proceedings during the conference as
poetry, drama, and song.

Registrations are now open and you can find the full program
at http://www.commondreams.org.au/index.php/events

Accommodation is available at t he

from a broad range of other nearby guest houses and hotels.
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Fellowship 60th Birthday High Tea

On June 16th Morialta Fellowship Group celebrated 60 years of
Fell owship at the Magil |l chur
Tead that was attended by 76 ph

6Hi g

A great deal of reminiscing, fun and laughter took place. Past
members from Finchley Park, Magill, Newton, and Rostrevor
spoke about their Fellowship groups prior to the four churches
amalgamating to form Morialta Fellowship in 1990.

Margaret Dix told us that when Fellowship began in June 1956
one resolution made was that the ladies would call each other
by their Christian names. How times have changed! It was
joked that the Presidentds

every President became pregnant before her term of office had
ended. We currently donét hav

mo st

Old and current photos were viewed via projection and were a
source of great interest.
Musicd during the afternoon,

nner

Our two longest standing members, who joined the Magill
Young Womends Fellowship in
Aileen Brogan and Margaret Boundy. They cut the birthday
cake that was baked by Ruth Pitt and decorated by Margaret
Clogg.

The afternoon was a resounding success.

6)0{2g/‘af/1/(zf/b/zy

« //);rz‘j (7/(,’(1/15’ ((yf
Tellocwshyph

Paws for Thoyght..... R L

Hello there. | thought | would let Wallace contribute this time. | know you are
al | interested in what | thi nk, and
church, but | &m sure you will!l find

Keely

| enjoy coming to church with Bruce. Keely always tries to tell me what | need
to do and | usually listen and try hard to be a good Guide Dog. | really
appreciate how everyone lets me get on with the job of looking after Bruce. i |
You all know that | shouldnét be pat hL‘ is

Whenever | 6ve been to church Keely

One of the best things about coming to church is catching up with other dogs.

Il 6m really glad that Margaret and RiWallace: Dono6t | ook now, byt f
see them, but it is really good when my friend Eiffie gets to come too! picture.

Donét tell Keely that Eiffie was at Eifiee 1 candt help being,pdc¢
will get jealous! Wallace: Yo u? Sheds taking a

Morialta is a really friendlily place. | can tell - | have a sixth sense about things  Eiffie: Whatever.
like that! Wallace: Just dondt mention t

when we get home. You know how she gets!
Wallace




