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From the Mini

Many of you may not know that | a member of
the Uniting Church i Roman Catholic
Dialogue Group. One of the recent joys of
being part of this group has been the
opportunity to read
response on the environment.

Invoking his namesake, St. Francis of Assisi,
and his reverence for God's creation & "our
Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains us" &
Pope Francis calls the Christian faithful to
action on climate change, clean water and
sustainable development, while blasting the
developed world's "throwaway culture” and
the corrosive effects of "denial," "indifference"
and "resignation."

I would like to share with you the 13 most
radical lines from Pope Francis' "On Care for
Our Common Home." | hope that they will
both inspire you and stir you with their
implications!

1. "We require a new and universal solidarity."
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7. "We know that technology based on the
use of highly polluting fossil fuels i especially
coal, but also oil and, to a lesser degree, gas
T needs to be progressively replaced without
recent f a

8. "Many of those who possess more
resources and economic or political power
seem mostly to be concerned with masking
the problems or concealing their symptoms..."

9. "Young people demand change. They
wonder how anyone can claim to be building
a better future without thinking of the
environmental crisis and the sufferings of the
excluded."

10. "Reducing greenhouse gases requires
honesty, courage and responsibility, above all
on the part of those countries which are more
powerful and pollute the most."

11. "Inequity affects not only individuals but
entire countries; it compels us to consider an
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ethics of international relations. A true
2. "The climate is a common good, belonging  'ecological debt' exists, particularly between
to all and meant for all." the gl obal north and s
3. "Humanity is called to recognize the need 12. "The exploitation of the planet has already
for changes of lifestyle, production and exceeded acceptable limits and we still have
consumption, in order to combat this not solved the problem of poverty."
warming... 13. "This sister now cries out to us because of
4. "...sin is manifest in all its destructive power the harm we have inflicted on her by our
in...the abandonment of the most vulnerable, irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with
and attacks on nature." which God has endowed her. We have come
" . to see ourselves as her lords and masters,
5. "These problems are closely linked to a entitled to plunder her at will."
throwaway culture which affects the excluded
just as it quickly reduces things to rubbish."
6. "Because of us, thousands of species will Steve Thompson
no longer give glory to God by their very
existence, nor convey their message to us.
We have no such right."
~ browsing over coffee for
L several weeks, and then we
- 8 l met for a report session,
L supported by a presentation
. R from n,odo
dr eami ngdéb Out come Spedifs, t, dy P‘uHhéJr
Church Council Meeting deliberations
stickerd pro
The Morialta community has just completed a Present (and absentees
participatory planning process that we dubbed later via email) had five
6the Dreaming Process ostickersto gffix tp {hg ideas™ “me wi th
the working group charged with engaging they thought most important for a sustainable
people in discussion, to talk about their visions Way forward. The working group report,
for the future life and mission of the including the sticker results, will feed into
congregation and how to resource them. The €Counci | 6s ongoing plsan
ideas were collated and displayed on boards for Watch this space!
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Chairperson writes..

The Uniting Church in Australia is a denomination based on a
series of inter-related councils.

For many of us the most relevant expression of church is the
congregation.  Morialta Uniting is fortunate to have a
committed and lively family that come together to worship
and deepen their faith through participation in the
congregation. For many members involvement in, and
commitment to, our local congregation is more than enough
to satisfy our oO6Faith Needsb©o.

However, for some fortunate individuals opportunity is
provided to participate in activities of the wider church.

I would encourage all members of the Morialta congregation
to attend Urban Mission Network Gatherings and other
events so that they can talk with, and learn from, members of
other congregations. The network holds a number of
gatherings throughout the year as well as some other events
that are specifically aimed at supporting worship and faith
education. Notices are included in our newsletter.

As well as the Presbytery-Synod, which meets at least three
times during the year, the National Assembly is a council of
the wider Uniting Church. The Assembly convenes every
three years in different parts of Australia. This year, in July,
Assembly was held in Perth.

| count it a privilege to have participated in the 14™ Assembly.
Members of the Uniting Church from all parts of Australia, of
diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds and theologies, sat
in session over a week and dealt with important matters in a
respectful manner. While there may have been some
disappointment about the uptake of some proposals there is
clear commitment to dialogue during the next three years.
This is not the place to share all matters that were before the
Assembly, but participants heard from UC agencies across
the whole spectrum of activity, as well as visitors from
churches from other countries.

Worship is, of course, central to all activity of the Uniting
Church and it was no different in Perth. We shared in
communion and explored the gospel. Three different
perspectives of the Road to Emmaus were shared with the
Assembly and then we unpacked the meaning for us, through
discussion in table groups.

If you would like to hear more please ask me any questions.

Finally, | recommend, i f
Cato Lecture which was presented by Dr Lin Manhong the
Associate General Secretary of the China Christian Council
and the acting Dean of Nanjing Union Theological Seminary.
The presentation gives us much to ponder as we seek to be
relevant in the Australian context, aiming to be a community
at Mission, sharing the Good News that comes through a
knowledge of God and the teaching of Jesus Christ.

Bruce

"You've Got to Be Carefully Taught"

| sang those words many years ago in Port Augusta, when |
played the part of Lieutenant Joseph Cable in an amateur
production of South Pacific. When the Musical was first
performed in 1949, South Pacific received scrutiny for its
commentary regarding relationships between
different races and ethnic groups. I'n particul
to Be Carefully Taught" was subject to widespread criticism,
judged by some to be too controversial or downright
inappropriate for the musical stage.

What made me think of this particular song, was the Media
coverage of the AFL and racism. In South Pacific the song

AfYoudve got to be carefully
saying racismi s " not born in you!
born..." I 61l quote the song

| do, let me share this. At the end of a walk along the Dry
Creek Linear Park | arrived at the Stockade Botanical Park,
where | discovered the Living in Harmony Footprints
Project. There is a plaque and the artwork.

The Footprints Project celebrates the different cultures that
make up the diverse population of the City of Port Adelaide
Enfield. Footprints in this artwork symbolise that although we
may look different and come from different cultural back-
grounds, our Footprints are the same and do not discriminate
between race, creed, colour or gender. In South Pacific the
romance, between U.S. lieutenant Joseph Cable and a
young Tonkinese woman, explores his fears of the social
consequences should he marry his Asian sweetheart. The
issue of racial prejudice is candidly explored throughout the
musical, most controversially in the lieutenant's song, "You've
Got to Be Carefully Taught".

You've got to be taught to hate and fear,
You've got to be taught from year to year,
It's got to be drummed in your dear little ear
You've got to be carefully taught.

You've got to be taught to be afraid

Of people whose eyes are oddly made,
And people whose skin is a diff'rent shade,
You've got to be carefully taught.

You've got to be taught before it's too late,
Before you are six or seven or eight,
To hate all the people your relatives hate,
You've got to be carefully taught!
David Purling
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CONGRATULATIONS

Keith Shaw has been awarded a
certificate from the Uniting Church
Presbytery and Synod in South
Australia, recognising his 60 years
of service as an accredited lay
preacher. Keith is a regular member
of our 8.15 congregation at Morialta.

YES, WEORE

Have you noticed
and A WELCOMEO b
display outside the church when
we are open?

We are thinking about getting more
to display for specific weekly
activities such as Playgroup and
Coffee Corner.

the new nOP

WELCOME!

Congratulations to Tiffany and Adam
on the birth of their daughter Soraya
Jade on 3rd August.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father ...who always stands with the
weak, the powerless, the poor, the
abandoned, the sick, the aged, the very
young, and those who, by victim of
circumstance, bear the heat of the day

who are in heaven ...where everything
will be reversed, where the first will be
last and the last will be first, but where all
will be well and every manner of being will
be well

hallowed be your name ..may we
always acknowledge your holiness,
respecting that your ways are not our
ways, your standards are not our
standards. May the reverence we give
your name pull us out of the selfishness
that prevents us from seeing the pain of
our neighbour

Your kingdom come ...help us to create
a world where, beyond our own needs
and hurts, we will do justice, love
tenderly, and walk humbly with you and
each other

Your will be done ... open our freedom
to let you in so that the complete
mutuality that characterises your life
might flow through our veins and thus the
life that we help generate may radiate
your equal love for all and your special
love for the poor

on earth as in heaven ...may the work of
our hands, the temples and structures we
build in this world, reflect the temple and
the structure of your glory so that the joy,
graciousness, tenderness, and justice of
heaven will show forth within all of our
structure on earth

Give ...life and love to us and help us to
see always everything as gift. Help us to
know that nothing comes to us by right
and that we must give because we have
been given to.

us ...the truly plural us. Give not just to
our own but to everyone, including those
who are very different than the narrow us.
Give your gifts to all of us equally

this day ...not tomorrow. Do not let us
push things off into some indefinite future
so that we can continue to live justified
lives in the face of injustice because we
can make good excuses for our inactivity

our daily bread ...so that each person in
the world may have enough food, enough
clean water, enough clean air, adequate
health care, and sufficient access to
education so as to have the sustenance
for a healthy life. Teach us to give from
our sustenance and not just from our
surplus

and forgive us our trespasses ... forgive
us our blindness towards our neighbour,
our self-preoccupation, our racism, our
sexism, and our incurable propensity to
worry only about ourselves and our own.
Forgive us our capacity to watch the
evening news and do nothing about it

as we forgive those who trespass
against us ...help us to forgive those who
victimise us. Help us to mellow out in
spirit, to not grow bitter with age, to
forgive the imperfect parents and systems
that wounded, cursed, and ignored us

and do not putus tothetest . . . do not
judge us only by whether we have fed the
hungry, given clothing to the naked,
visited the sick, or tried to mend the
systems that victimised the poor. Spare
us this test for none of us can stand
before your gospel scrutiny. Give us,
instead, more days to mend our ways, our
selfishness, and our systems

but deliver us from evil ...that is, from
the blindness that lets us continue to
participate in anonymous systems within
which we need not see who gets less as
we get more.

Amen

Acknowledgment:
South Australian Council of Churches
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ithyGlobe ~ W

la "One day Alice came
0 3 fork in the road
4. 3nd saw a Cheshire

B Catin a tree.

» “Which road do

1 take? she asked

% Where do you
want to goy*

Was his respongse

# 1 don't know,

Alice answered.
Cat,

It doesn't mateer,

'Then, said the

Mad Hatter's
Tea Party

Mad hats galore were to be seen everywhere!
Amazing memorabilia and first rate party fare
were enjoyed at the Alice in Wonderland and
"'Mad Hatterdés Tea Part

Thanks to all of you who helped to make it
such a memorable occasion.

The literary delights were varied and
interesting and our guest speaker, Caroline
Munchenberg, entered into the spirit of things,
ably informing us of the wonderful resources W:
and services on offer at Burnside Library.

The event raised $400, which is now being put
to good use in purchasing new resources for *
the church library.

REPORTON FORUM 5TH JULY PREACHING AND POLITICS

Approximately 30 people attended a
forum to explore
at Morialta. Our guest presenter was the
Rev Dr Malcolm McArthur and the
discussion was moderated by Bob
Penhall.

We commenced with a discussion about
the things that may get in our way when
we listen to a sermon or a speaker, and
that can cause us to switch off. These
included language, defensiveness, cross
purposes and agenda anxiety (we only
want to get our views heard), all of which
can moderate the way we listen and
respond to preaching, as well as to each
other.

Once we have met and recognised the
things that get in the way for us, we need
to be prepared to change. We can also
be put off by a per
or even their accent. However, meeting
and getting to know someone can help to
change or temper our initial prejudices.
Sometimes the preacher may be trying to
secure agreement or challenge us, but
we only hear what we want to hear. We
also often tend to blame others, rather
than accept responsibility for our actions.
We need to learn how to cope with
ambiguity, rather than have everything
presented in black and white.

i p ¢oRUE Callitidesy an@ Nedd tB nkgativd ¢

Pushing an issue too hard may also Some of the relevant responses were:

s 0

reactions. Maybe we need to be satisfied I We need wider representation on
with the fAbest avai | Y5508 Mnisky Teang wifh a
outcome, rather than aiming for 100% of sunset clause for period of

our goal or vision. Otherwise nothing may appointment. This will help provide
be gained. a wider range of veiws and

attitudes.

f We should also allow people to
serve where they feel called, rather
than recruiting people to a task.

' We need to identify when we are
not being inclusive in our
deliberations.

 We must strive so that nobody
should feel compelled to follow a
certain line or agree with the
majority.

Vi

The "s&cond d dis€uision wtash Ground
fiPreachingo and in
relating to preaching at Morialta were
very positive.

ﬁ I Ifr we cannot solve problems when

g e nwe ahhve t tBnBions OwithThe Rhle
congregation, we should be open to
outside help from other parts of the

The last discussion points were around UCA.

the gift of the spirit, taking 1 Cor 12: 8-10 Bob did a great job of getting us through
as a guide. Groups were asked to identify in time for lunch and we all benefited
two specific practices that Morialta could gr eatly from Mal col
change to be more inclusive, (in every leadership.

sense of the word).

O

r



Volume 8 Issue 3

Good Times 0 Good Life

Now | have celebrated my fourth twenty
first birthday, | have been thinking |
should be in for a good time. Why not?
After all, I live in retirement with a loving
wife, family and friends.

But wait. For me to search for good times
is not very realistic with my energy levels
faling and my eyesight inadequate.
Sleeping under the stars in the Flinders
Ranges. They were good times but now
ités far too far
A swim, a walk on the beach with fish and

wrinkles and too much sand. There were
good times trekking across the Yorkshire
Moors but now the track would be too
rough. | must face it. Good times at 84
are less likely.

However, the renowned sociologist and
author, Hugh Mackay, reminds me | can
still find a good life by remaining
connected, with goodness, to the needs
of family, friends and others. To be
content with sending letters and greeting
cards. To chat over the fence and across

d otWhal bbuAdared? €To Tdnfe@ RvithNiige

trees, the birds, the bush and my garden.

chips to follow. Now there are too many | am settling for a good life. Arthur Tideman
Using the B|b|e as gOOd news reinfqrced negative _ attiFudes and r ecogn i sed in t he .
contributed to domestic violence and Vi ol ence Campai gno
or asaweapon Of control? misogyny. This made the church stand on the incarceration of asylum

Introduction

Archbishop John (Jack) Spong recently
appeared as the guest of Charlie
Pickering on ABC TV. No doubt he
raised a few eyebrows among the
viewing audience, including Charlie
hi msel f. One of
points was that Christians need to be
careful how they read and interpret the
Bible. Some years ago Ann
Wansbrough, who was then NSW Synod

J agnk rol

confront the Biblical stories of violence
against women and the impact this had
on womenés | ives.

the important roles that women played in
the life and ministry of Jesus. A major
shift in our understanding of what the
Bible says about women followed and
BfOWbfhéhSin Bt "Christian
traditions changed. Today the Uniting
Church (and others) ordains women
because we recognise that God gives
gifts of ministry to them as well. The

seekers.

MaThs, Bible reyegls thesWogdph God ang

offers guidance to the way we live our
lives. But it also contains passages that
we cannot use unless we want to abuse.
This requires us to think carefully about
how we use Biblical passages when
discussing issues such as peace,
sexuality, workplace relations, law &
order, and genetic engineering. Paul
argues for the principle that our attitude

SA S
and

Social Justice Officer, wrote an article on  Cpyistian understanding of the Biblical t 0 others should be st
a similar theme. AnnNdtord fefaldihd womdn Bl chirigddh attitbde to them. It is the Christian
words fAs Christiangmpmaitfly need to think traditon to learn from those who
carefully about how we use the Bible in experience violence in our society, not
debates about | if e, RagsismandCslture, i @ne pfithe Wreat e Blame them. Our understanding of the

Do we use the Bible as an expression of ~ periods of Christian mission occurred  nature of God, the life and death and

good news and love or as a weapon of during the centuries of European resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the

control? conquest and colonization. In hindsight ¢ g 0 o d news®o whi ch i s

To answer this question | have used
material from the Interview with
Archbishop Spong, a sermon by Rev
Steve Thompson and an article by Rev
Dr Ann Wansbrough.

As Ann points out, the church has
changed its attitude on many issues over
the years.

Her first example is Poverty. Once it
was ok to sing AThe rich
castle, the poor man at his gate, God
made them high and lowly, and gave
t hem t heiand we sidead to éatk
about the
gave respectability to poverty. But the
churches also led the way in providing
charity and support. While charity is
important, we now see the need to do
something about the causes of poverty.
It is important to understand the
structures and policies that privilege
some people and leave others
struggling. The churches are now
leading advocates for change.

Women 1 In the 1980s, women
challenged theological language that

we can see how missionaries confused
their own European culture with
Christianity and Christianity became a
vehicle of colonisation and cultural
destruction. It is part of the history of the
Uniting Church and Australia. At times
the Bible itself was used to justify claims
that one race was superior over another.
Most of us no longer see ourselves as
fisuperioro and we
Indigenous Australians and people of

m aon-westatn cuitured need to worship in

ways consistent with their own cultural
traditions, as we do.

fideser vi ngVephavg hafl to rgthink ymany pf @pr

cultural attitudes on many issues Such
as poverty, women, violence and racism.

Learning Anew How to Use the Bible

The church has also changed its mind
on slavery, disability, the environment,
criminal sanctions and war. The church
did not change to adopt the ways of the
world, but because it recognised that the
church had absorbed the cultural
assumptions and violence of society.
The church needed to reform. This
ongoing need for reform is being

behoves us not to use the Bible in a way
that can isolate and marginalise others.
I n Rev Steve
when we recognise that God in Christ
loves us equally, includes us equally,
suffers for us equally, and offers Godself
to us equally, then who are we to start
treating one another unequally or
tolerate existing inequalities between
olies®IINe $SBO |
a Church on the Way, and our history
acknowledges that we must continue to
learn the meaning of love, repentance
and discipleship in the context of our
it i me and placeo.

t
Edited by Colin Cargill

Material was used from the Interview
with Archbishop Spong, a sermon by
Rev Steve Thompson and an article
by Rev Dr Ann Wansbrough ( The full
article 6Does the
Mi nd?6 can b e
www.unitingcarenswact.org.au/

advocacy/church
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Thofinprsa n 0
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A report from Nigel
Uphill PCW at the Youth
Education Centre.

The Magill Inter-church

Council (MICC)

supported Nigel to run a
Labyrinth Program for his students at
Cavan and this is
event.

Life can be a surprising journey of
unexpected twists and turns, punctuated
by moments of joy, pain, discovery, loss
and deep reflection. The ancient spiritual
practice of walking a labyrinth provides a
physical and symbolic experience of that
journey.

In July | had the opportunity to create and
facilitate a labyrinth activity for the
incarcerated students of the Youth
Education Centre, as part of their school
holiday extension program within the
Adelaide Youth Training Centre.

This labyrinth was modelled on one
created by an alternative worship
community in the UK in the 1990s. (see
http://www.labyrinth.org.uk)

Students were invited to individually walk
the labyrinth pathway, and interact with
11 symbolic activities along the way. The
body language of several students visibly
changed as their walking slowed down.
The activities on the journey in explored
internal O6noisebd,
and distractions.

Each station had simple written
instructions with questions for reflection.
These instructions had to be carefully
crafted to allow for the low literacy of
many of the students.

l et ti

For each station,
reflections were offered for those
interested, which included short Bible
readings relevant to the theme of the
activity.

optional Christian

In the centre of the labyrinth the Quiet
Space or Sacred Space was waiting, with
ushionslE candles, food and

'plgc% 0%t ancy rel8x? éotlj[:g ksﬁjﬁ

ents

refuelled and pressed on, while others
lingered in the stillness.

The journey outward invited students to
reflect on their relationships, firstly with
the natural world i pausing to appreciate
a bouquet of natives and orchids and
sowing sunflower seeds (which have

ng go, hurts, d

since sprouted and will be planted in the
gardens by
secondly with the significant people in
their lives 1 carrying a candle for a
particular loved one for part of the journey

and considering how
the lightd that had
and thirdly with themselves.

The final station,

invited students to leave a hand or foot
print and to think about what impression
the labyrinth experience had on them,
and on what mark they were leaving on
the world.

While students were waiting their turn,
they engaged in art activities exploring
the symbolic meaning and design of
mazes and labyrinths.

g, 1, ¢

hor ti c wpptedidich.

21 out of 23 male and female students
aged 14-20 participated in the labyrinth,
and described their experiences this way:

AThe activity was
planted a seed and gave it some juice!
Cheers brother Nige

Yummy 0
Enjoyfullo

St e

Terrifyingl § Etvheoruy
| owed down fi€al mi b

thought it was g
is agafiRéaceful o

t his

n

o

|
h
I thought

Fantastico

It

—

wa s

St

o

w a & quigtcanddrelaxing. | liked
he food and the co

AThe activity
peaceful o

—

was f

Thankyou so much for your prayer and
financial support which helped this activity
succeed! The materials for the labyrinth
were purchased with the gift voucher from
the SMG Award | received last year and
Magill Interchurch Council resources
funds. | will now be able to use this
labyrinth again in the Centre and have
been asked to run it as a wellbeing
exercise for school staff on a professional
development day later this year.

Nigel Uphill, Pastoral Care Worker, Youth
Education Centre within the Adelaide

\{oBtQ 'Iiraiinigq](_‘sentre

One student produced this piece of art

and gave it to Nigel as a token of her
students) é

they could O6pass o
been shown to the
titled 6éLeave your

fun,
N
o
at o
b hfi un
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ood

goo

mp as

un a

mar k



http://www.labyrinth.org.uk

