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From the Minister

The Divine Madness of All

"Love your enemies! o
madness of all.  This is the most strategic
reversal of all. The key to the kingdom is to
love those who do not love you, who hate
you, and whom you, by worldly standards,
should also hate. That is the madness of the
Gospel of Jesus. Loving the lovable is
entirely possible, but loving the unlovable,
those who are impossible to love, that is when
the kingdom reigns.  Loving the unlovable,
the possibility of the impossible.

That is why our political leaders, aided by a
large part of complicit media, do all they can

to make the alien, the refugee, the
marginalised - unlovable. Our government
suggests, for example, that it knows

everything that needs to be known about
asylum seekers - not in 'reality' of course, but
in function as the repository of authority and
power. Thus its actions are in the best
interests of all.

But on those occasions when Jesus puts on a
display of power it is not to save himself or
crush those seen to be enemies, but it is on
behalf of others for their healing and
salvation. Jesus is consistently concerned
about the needs of everyone he meets who is
down and in need of help. What would a
political order look like were it a politics of
flesh that proliferates in the New Testament?

A polities of mercy h
and compassion, a
liting up of the
weakest and most
defenceless people,
a politics of
welcoming the
stranger and of loving one's enemies abroad?
What would it be like if there were a politics of
and for children, a politics that builds from the
poorest up?  What would a political order
look like if the last were first, if everything
turned on the lifting up of the lowliest?
Would all this, and more, not be in almost
every respect the opposite of the politics that
currently passes itself off under the name of
government policy? Are not the figures who
publicly parade their love of power and their
acknowledgment of Jesus singled out by
Jesus under the name of whited sepulchres
and long robes?

The dangerous memory of the crucified Jesus
poses a threat to the concept of 'sovereignty'.
A threat to a nation believing it can get away
with acting in its own self-interests.

It is we who have to make the weakness of
God stronger than the power of the world.
That is the madness to which we are called.

Bruce Grindlay

Easter and Pentecost 2014

A Common Celebration

This year, 2014, Christians from all traditions
i  Western and Orthodox 1 will have
celebrated Easter and, shortly, Pentecost on
the same day i Easter 20 Aprii and
Pentecost 8 June.  The two dates coincide
when the full moon following the equinox
comes so late that it counts as the first full
moon after 21 March in the Julian calendar as
well as the Gregorian. This is not a regular
occurrence, but it has happened more
frequently in recent years - 2001, 2004, 2007,
2010, 2011. It will also take place in 2014
and 2017 but, after that, not again until 2034.

The Easter Mystery

This year, during Lent, Good Friday and
Easter Day, Christians across the world have
been moving through a time of remembering
the suffering, death and resurrection of Christ
at the same time. We have been held
together in that unity as we mark these days
in diverse ways and in various places. And
as we continue may we remember especially
the suffering, death i and the hope of new life
i of all our sisters and brothers in Christ who
live in lands of persecution - Nigeria, Middle
East, Vietnamé ¢é
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David Pur
Head in the Clouds?

Do you remember this hymn?

|l i ngds

fNot a shadow can rise,

Not a cloud in the skies,

But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt or a fear,

Not a sigh or a tear,

Can abide while we
The o6cloudd in thi
connotations. It has to be removed!

I 6m not sur e how

interested in clouds and taking photos
of them. | seem to have taken a few.
And to wax philosophical, what do they
mean? ltds easy

they are. The Bureau of Meteorology
we b page states,

phenomena, clouds are among the
most fascinating. From the silky

filaments to high altitude cirrus to the
towering, threatening mass of storm-
bearing cumulonimbus, clouds are as
vari

ed as the

It seems that itéds
Meteorology which has an interest in
clouds, but poets and theologians also.

wWou d $ :n gid wandered
that floats on high o'er vales and

hill sébo

We refer to clouds in our language, too,

with such sayings
a silver 1liningbo,
cloudsbd, 6under a
horizondé, and Obe

e

What about the clouds of the Bible?
A few examples:
AAnd t he

Lord went

we at h énra pillat o$ cfolidf to 18ad them on their

way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to

give them | ight; t o ifgpessimigtsetsaonly therddrk sidé af h
Exodus13:21. the clouds, and mopes; a philosopher
~ . sees both sides, and shrugs; an
AWherefore seeing opYﬁTﬁst dogsﬁ‘tssé)e the buls at all &

compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before
usé
Other references to clouds in the New
Testament evoke a
glory and majesty.
not only the
So in my musing, | ask, what do clouds

mean?

Hebr ews

Bur eau

observations:

fiGod writes the Go
alone, but also on trees, and in the
fl owers and c¢ | oMadis
Luther

i When we | ook up,
horizons. We see what a little speck

we are in the universe, so insignificant,
and we all take ourselves so seriously,
but in the sky, there are no boundaries,
no differences of caste or religion or

b @ ¢ 8Julia Gregsas,rrashofthedSuny
And a final thought:

he' s wal ki on

ng

S

t he

we all remember Wil 4,2 ReordVQfedSHie riﬁté?e@t?ng
Council 6s Worship Reflection
Caroline Jones, i n ISeme bbisp pebplefifiAdna daily ttilmee of tmiogd € deepl y. o
Lifeo, talks about 9$m@er erdmeditatiore fulfls th& meed'tﬁalditll(or?al sl eleves Tl el
about dedicating some space to Others are sustained spiritually by the

accommodate the soul and the spiritual
life that nourishes it.

Time has been made into a commodity,
of which there is never enough. This is
illustrated by the fact that media
interviewers thank people for their time,
rather than their expertise. Living at top
speed becomes an addiction as painful to
break as any other. This may be
stimulating for a limited period, but is
inhospitable to spirituality.

Many of us have become expert at
juggling multiple commitments. But is
this really the way to go for peace of
mind?

ritual of making a cup of tea and enjoying
it in peace and contemplation.

Many men claim that time in their den or
shed is essential to them.

Thomas Moor e
the eternal in the everyday, and it is the
eternal that feeds
all kinds: poetry, painting, woodwork,
writing letters, playing music, keeping a
journal.

Thomas Moor e goes
us into contemplation, so that we have an
intensified experience of the presence of
the world. We see it more vividly and

places had distinctive qualities and that
one should spend time in such places,
regardless of the time and the hardship of
making the journey there. It happens still
today. Moslems strive to make a
pilgrimage to Mecca, Christians to the

and in Europe, people visit holy wells,

wr it espgf Bigds infiddell In hdaPand! Baf, S

$&d 9mountainsH &gredt © Gthetirald ' t

temples, holy rivers and shrines of saints.

At some level, we modern western
people know_these concepts of sacred
i

tith® sand sdcfed plac® Bkt Kv@ Tave

forgotten them.

é continues
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—

o
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From the Chairperson

In an article over Easter, The Advertiser
notes that 72% of Marriages are
solemnized by Civil Celebrants. In
another recent article it was noted that
there had been significant decline in
church membership over the past 100
years in percentage terms.
Resurrection is now a popular
American television drama and Hot

Cross Buns have
Wel |, itds easy to
see that it is half full. But as a

community that follows the Light what
challenges do these situations throw up
for us? Indeed, why bother to call
another Minister?

Arguably, even though the Church in
the West is suffering a significant
decline we at Morialta are still in a far
better position than many, and in

contrast to the members of the early
Christian community. We do not
experience persecution and face death
because of our bel
mean that we have any excuse to be
complacent.

Our purpose for being is to engage in
Mission, to respond to the Word and
demonstrate the Love that Jesus
taught. Regardless of our size.

b e c Em@reshows us each that there is

e}lwgyg, [pm%rcew. ,[OW om qnigl_gngy
change. e may sutfer the grief of
loss, but our purpose remains. We are
a community of Faith journeying

together.

As we prepare to welcome Steve
Thompson as our Minister we have an
opportunity to recommit to the strong
vision we share as a congregation and
the Mission to which we are called.

Even though there
is a significant
decline in the size of
dehamjnatibns t andh
congregations around
us, where there is
breath we must share
hope and show love.
In doing this we are
exercising the
teaching of Jesus and people will be
able to experience the Divine through
us agnd our actions.

an

As people of the Resurrection we are
called to live out our Faith. As the
congregation of Morialta Uniting Church
we will continue to serve our
community as we wait and hope that all
will experience God through an
understanding of the life and person of
Jesus.

Bruce Ind

Commnunity Centre News

Volunteering is a wonderful way to live
out oneds Christi
provides opportunity to extend Christian
hospitality t o pe
normal group of contacts. | am not
saying anything unusual to a church
community like Morialta where there
are multiple ways in which individuals
offer their various skills in service of
others.

For a community like Morialta so rich in
volunteer help in a wide variety of
ways, it is sometimes important to be
the recipient of volunteers from outside
the square. This has been the case at
Playgroup where we have recently

an

engaged four volunteers from outside
our community. Kaori came for about
twoe monghy bringjng & queh of;
Japanese culture’ To Some craft

o c}_iviéies. b]i?g'¥ %ngl dAnnieO are 6b%th
hinése voluriteers "who ~are” each
studying Early Childhood at Magill
Campus of UniSA. They are
appreciating the opportunity to apply
some of their learning. For a short time
we enjoyed the help given by Valashni
who is from Sri Lanka. Valashni found
paid work and moved on but we valued
her contribution as we also value the
contributions of all the current
volunteers. Despite all the wonderful
volunteering that occurs there are not
enough volunteers on the morning tea

roster for

iy Morialta QJ
aygroup. [Community »
Carole Lyons |Centre \ =7
nyg

Is® soon to

finish in her role administrating
Pl aygroup matter

contribution has been very valuable.
Carole would at times fill up to three
gaps in the morning roster. With Carole
gone the roster will look a little thin. Are
you able to bake a few biscuits and
leave them in the fridge on Sunday
morning or perhaps drop in a cake as
you pass by on your way to the shops
on Tuesday morning. Parents greatly
appreciate the home cooking. It is a
little blessing for tired, busy parents.

Christine Ostle

é continued from pr
Some modern tourism is actually
unconscious spiritual pilgrimage, a search
for that quality which has been removed
from modern Western life but for which
we still yearn. | certainly found a spiritual
quality at Uluru or Ayers Rock. Perhaps
it was the space when looking to the
horizon i the feeling of being alone even
though there were dozens of fellow
tourists around - perhaps it was the
knowledge that Aboriginals had known
this area as a sacred site for thousands of

years.

Again at Lindisfarne in England, also
known as Holy Island, there was the
remoteness, the isolation when the tide
came in and cut off access to the
mainland, the sacredness of the area
where St Cuthbert lived and died. Again
this had been a sacred site for hundreds
of years. Time seemed not to matter.

From time to time | like to walk around my Their presence is a source of wonder to

evious page
front garden.
garden i more a native garden which

includes four large gum trees up to 25
metres high. There is always the sound
of birds in the air. Sometimes it is New
Holland Honeyeaters calling to each
other, or Blackbirds fossicking around in
the compost. Sometimes the raucous
call of the wattle birds as they maintain
control of their territory or the loud call of
a family of crows as they fly around from
tree to tree. As though this is not
enough, cockatoos screech to each other
as they circle the area.

Then as | look up into the branches | can
see a koala there sitting quietly,
sometimes asleep, sometimes just gazing
at me or the birds as they call out a
warning to each other of an intruder in
their tree.

| tm@.s | ditl Aot creat@ themw e | dlo notc u | t i
control them. Their visits are sheer
grace. They remind me of the need to

relax and be with nature, be at peace.
This is my sacred time.

These are simple, accessible things 1
chance encounters. They are all around
us, commonplace. But they are
illuminated when regarded with the eye of
gratitude. Like waking to a new day, they
are all a gift if we choose to see them that
way.

Living with more care for the soul in
everyday life might require something as
simple as pausing more often, for a few
moments of quiet reflection, for a period
of being rather than doing.

John Powers
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Welcoming Steve Thompson...

As we have celebrated the new life of the Easter message we
have come closer to the arrival of Rev Steve Thompson. Steve
has been completing his ministry in Easter Worship with the
Yilki Congregation who we know are generous, loving and fully
supportive of his move to full-time ministry at Morialta. And we
have been taking the steps with warm anticipation towards his
arrival and ministry with us.

Taking the steps covers a number of matters, not least of them
being the preparation of the manse.

an important beginning! Since then, under
the dedicated project management of John
Powers there has been painting throughout,
bathroom repairs and installations, lighting
upgrade, new curtains and blinds, repairs
internally to the roof structure and ceiling,

Bruce Ind, Peter Thornley, Roger Whibley,
John Thornton, Lorraine Powers and
Margaret Whibley.  When one considers
the reconnaissance for purchases,
decisions, selection and ordering of all the
items involved, we may well feel daunted 1
but not this group!

This substantial work is funded by the
Morialta Foundation and we will have a

Y i1l L much in})rovedfprop rtﬁ. A consider%éion P
M A S A E&Ii@r% d beéh that if a iﬁcomﬁlgarﬁéng g oS
nrect c?® surgeryo 8 Cid Hot" nedd® the' than¥e: the refurbiBhfhént \Ayeﬂlﬂosprepare it

well for the rental market. We are delighted that as matters
have progressed it will become the home for our Minister, Rev
Steve Thompson and his partner, Lachlan White.

Induction

appliance - replacement, and floor The Service of Induction, a Presbytery service, here at
coverings will complete this significant refurbishment. . ’ : ’ ;
9 P ¢ Morialta, on Sunday 18 May at 3.00 pm will be followed with a
Given that the manse has served a Celebratory Afternoon Tea. We look forward to extending our
minister and family, then student hospitality to visitors, friends of Steve, those with whom we
accommodation, and then two ministers share in the wider church, and to others in our local
in placement, over a total period of twenty community.
-three years, with identifiable limitations . . . .
and comparatively little refurbishment, the \F,{vev Ia.lane gu;}y W;" behthe P”r %sbyr;[er)é apIp0|n|E|ed Leade_‘lrhl.n
time was ripe for this major work. oty et t 2 Ll tal ] U2 ey an unter_. IS
service is one of inclusion of our members, in worship roles,
We say our thanks to John and the other as the congregation, and in celebrating Communion.
Afwor ker so, al | skif't~- - their vari ous
contributions: Dawn and Sam Colegrove,
Information and highlights from Church Council
Never a dull moment!
e The Worship and Faith Education MMT is now moving Craig Mackenzieds work as
forward with Beverley Tredrea as Leader, supported by detailed and well done to meet these requirements. Care

Dawn Colegrove, Bob Penhall as Elder, John Secombe as
member, and with the welcome addition of Pam Ayles.
Members are looking forward to Rev Steve Thompson
working with them.

Council agreed to the purchase of a further camera to
enable the Beyond our Walls project, noting that the third
camera in the trio had been made available with great
goodwill by a member of the team.  Whilst a camera is a
relatively expensive item at about $4000, it was clear that
the income from Morialtads
wider church would pay for this purchase in a very short
time. The camera should bring an improved quality of
picture and greater flexibility.

The Synodo6s Draft Policy f
ensure congruency with current legislation, was examined
by Church Council. Requirements under the policy
relevant to our responsibilities and practices were identified
and will need ongoing attention to ensure that they are
met.  Such is the concern to show that Work Health and
Safety is taken very seriously, that Council is required by
the policy to have a standing item on its Meeting Agendas
for this purpose.  More information will be shared as this
impacts on everyone and every action in the Congregation.

Council has been mindful of the responsibilities and Duty of
Care requirements in all its activities and particularly with
children and other vulnerable people. It was noted that

will be taken to note all activities undertaken with children.

Resourcing ministry with children, young families and youth
has been given ongoing attention, prompted most recently
by iniiatives such as Messy Church and the long standing
Kids on Sunday. Frequently, as at the AGM of the
Congregation, questions are raised about the ways in
which we can provide for, and invite more children.
Council has agreed to establish a 10 hour per week
Ministry Resourcing position for one year to assist in this
chalengingf area.t s Semeu of pthee furids previowsly
supporting our 0.3 appointment of a Minister-in-Association
will enable this ministry. A Position Description, outlining
the expectations and duties will be developed with advice
from Synod and with input from program leaders. The
wofk®h this pfd&esds! fdcifitated By the Seérdtafylot/Church
Council, will begin shortly, and it is intended that Rev Steve
Thompson will join in the deliberations and in the selection
for the position. The position and development in this
area of ministry will be reviewed after twelve months.

or

Thanks were expressed to Carole Lyons and Pauline
Norman who concluded their terms, and a warm welcome
is being extended to newly elected member, Adam
Yearsley.

Mary Thornley
Secretary, Church Council

KCO



